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Marshall Green YES Pagehe is a hatchet man
Ari island community 
invents its own new politics
Andra Jackson interviews John Kasaipwalova -  centre page 5.
THE BATHURST 46
On trial for burning down 
their jail, prisoners have told I 
the court more than it wants
to hear
Hall Greenland reports the prisoners’ stories, and how th ey ’re being judged. Pages 1, 8 and 9. I  
Marshall Green, Page 1.
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T he G reening o f A ustralia THE BATHURST BA
Prisoners 
go to trial
by Hall Greenland
“ I faced the Japanese in New Guinea, so those hoodlums don ’t 
scare me,”  one o f Sydney’s top magistrates told me last week.
His “ hoodlums”  are the 46 prisoners charged in connection 
with the uprising at Bathurst Jail on February 3.
On May 22 one o f them slashed his wrists in court and jumped 
onto the defence lawyers’ table shouting about fucking British 
justice.
by Alan Smith 
and Peter Britton
Bill Brown, Chairperson o f  the 
Federal Parliamentary Labor Partv 
and the leader o f  the Victorian 
Senate team, really held the head­
lines with his blast at US Am­
bassador Marshall Green. Senator 
Brown, calling the Ambassador “ the 
top US hatchet man” , drew attention 
to the fact that wherever Green 
is posted or involved there has been 
a bloodbath or a coup o f  some 
description.
Drawn out by an apparently as­
tonished and delighted press, Sena­
tor Brown went on to allege that 
Ambassador Green had intervened 
improperly in the recent election 
campaign, talking to business on 
behalf o f  the Opposition. More than 
that, he calimed that Australia was 
in danger o f  falling victim to the 
hatchet.
Gough Whitlam kept quiet. Mar­
shall Green kept quiet too. Others 
voiced their outrage. Andrew Pea­
cock called the incident a tragedy. 
Red blooded Bob Hawke delivered 
a personal reprimand and claimed 
bewilderment at Senator Brown’s 
action which had ‘gravely embarassed 
the Australian government’ . And 
there were those worldly political 
columnists and editorial writers who 
insisted on setting the record straight 
and on Gough Whitlam doing like­
wise. , They rushed in for the record. 
Gough sat tight.
According to the ‘straight record’ 
Green is a ‘liberal who prefers per­
suasion to power politics’ .
Green’s career consists o f  a string 
o f  high level advisory and policy 
making positions in east Asia and 
back in Washington. He was ap­
pointed Regional Hanning Officer 
for Far Eastern Affairs in 1956 
and was moved to Seoul, South 
Korea as Minister Counsellor to the 
Ambassador in 1960, the year Syng- 
man Rhee was deposed. After a 
short stint China watching in Hong 
Kong he went back to Washington 
as Deputy Assistant Secretary o f 
State for Far Eastern Affairs in 
1963 and was then moved to Indo­
nesia as Ambassador in 1965, three 
months before the attempted coup 
which led to Sukarno’s overthrow. 
Green was returned to Washington 
as Deputy Assistant Secretary o f 
State for East Asian and Pacific 
Affairs where he was one o f the 
small number o f  policy makers in­
volved in escalating and prolonging 
the Vietnam war. Then early in 
1973, shortly after Labor’s election 
win, he was sent to Australia as 
Ambassador. Respectable columnists 
did as the Embassy bid and por­
trayed him as a cool low  profile 
type sent to sit out a bad scene.
Dennis Warner, one o f those 
worldly wise experts who rides 
around southeast Asian capitals in
US Embassy cars, declared Marshall 
Green to be a good man, C lod ’s 
honour, ‘ he’s been a friend o f  mine 
for years’ . Warner’s message in his 
syndicated articles is always that 
when Uncle Sam is sitting up there 
up to his eyeballs in blood and 
gore, that’s all he is doing. There’s 
a lot o f  blood around and Uncle 
Sam is always there, and needs to 
be there, and whatever he’s doing 
is in our interests anyway, isn’t 
it?
The scholars are saying that it’s 
never straightforward. A country’s 
internal politics are always so com­
plex that it’s difficult to establish 
the train o f  events, let alone how 
outside forces relate to those in­
ternal politics.
Most people rely for their in* 
formation on the daily mass media. 
And there are many things the 
scholars know well but never get 
around to making generally known. 
Information like just how vast and 
important a place an American Em­
bassy is in a ‘ third world’ capital, 
how enormous its field o f  activities, 
how entwined it is in the day to 
day politics o f  the capitals. This 
kind o f  information can change 
people’s interpretation o f  whatl 
Uncle Sam is really about.
Marshall Green’s own thoughts 
about the use o f  force are also 
revealing. “ This is the basic diffe­
rence between your government and 
mine,”  he told a meeting o f the 
Australian Institute for International , 
Affairs. “ It was necessary,”  he 
claimed, “ to use force to get out 
o f  Vietnam; we don’t use force 
to kill but to get a settlement 
with someone who doesn’t want 
one. For this, there have to be 
incentives . . . and force. And 
those people”  (Vietnamese people 
specifically, but “ all those pepple 
over there”  indicated with a wave 
o f the hand) “ . . . certainly seemed 
to respect it  Why,”  he joked, “ whent 
Kissinger went to Hanoi after that 
last round o f  bombing [the bombing 
you remember which was used to 
justify an agreement which had 
been possible months earlier and 
before the bombing] they were all 
over me, you know hands on my 
shoulders . . .  If there was another 
round o f  bombing thé situation 
would be obscene.”  His distinguished 
audience o f experts, academics and 
journalists laughed at the joke.
A US Embassy statement was 
featured in the Melbourne Age 
under the headline o f  “ A SUP­
PORTER OF DEMOCRACY” . Mar­
shall Green, however, puts it a bit 
differently. “ I think that in Indo­
nesia they have the best form o f 
government o f all, which is a kind 
o f military regime that has enough 
civilians in it to give it blending.”  
(See Digger no. 32, “ Marshall Green 
goes to the country” .)
* * *
Bill Brown is right. Marshall 
Green ié a hatchet man o f  the 
US government. Bill Brown is also 
right in making it clear that the 
person called Marshall Green is not 
the worry. The worry is the force 
and the interests he so ably re­
presents.
Why was Marshall Green sent 
to Australia?
What would à ‘coup’ in a ‘white’ 
country with ‘democratic’ traditions 
like Australia look like?
One story is that Green was sent 
here as a punishment — for Green,
that is. The American diplomatic 
service views Australia as a ‘hard­
ship posting’ . Not much o f  the high 
life in suburban Canberra. When 
Green was appointed here amidst 
a flurry o f changes in Washington 
at the beginning o f ’ 73, some ob­
servers noted that the former Assis­
tant Secretary o f State for East 
Asia and the Pacific might have 
been expected to do better.
The other story is that the US 
was sufficiently alarmed at the 
Labor victory in Australia to des­
patch a tried and experienced en­
voy, known for his reliability in 
critical situations.
They’ve got a lot here to worry 
about . . . strategic military bases 
and a lot o f  property. They’re big 
stakes and the Americans don’ t 
like taking risks. We tend to forget 
it but they don’t. US investment 
here totals about $5,000 million 
(1972) estimates — the fourth largest 
concentration o f US investment in 
a single country. Look what hap­
pened to Chile, and US investment 
there totalled only about $1,000
million.
Australia also has a strategically 
crucial position in American thinking 
about the future. It’s a bloody gold 
mine — an important mine, anyway, 
and a handy market, a useful stepping 
o ff  place for military hardware and 
for the economic penetration o f  
Asia (Australian branches and sub­
sidiaries are already handling a sub­
stantial part o f  American invest­
ment in southeast Asia).
If the CIA really does send back
anything like an ASIO view o f  the
ALP, they might well be worried. 
The Americans hardly needed to 
see Australia ‘ doing a Chile’ to take 
the situation seriously. As they 
learned from Chile, it is better to 
start earlier and nip any threat in 
the bud than to let a ctu a tion  
out o f  hand, as Chile nearly did.
It’s hardly surprising that Ameri­
can powerbrokers in Australia should 
want to tighten their relationships 
with trustworthy allies, the people 
who share their interests, and then 
to assist them to get back into 
power. O f course they are investi­
gating to what extent their interests 
really are endangered, there is no 
doubt about this.
The enlistment o f  well placed 
Australians to collaborate in a major 
American ‘ think tank’ survey o f 
Australian attitudes to foreign in­
vestment has been documented by 
Ron Witton in Dissent no. 29. 
This was the Georgetown think tank 
to which Brown has referred.
But the Americans do seem tot 
have taken Labor quite seriously 
at first; even they might have 
tended to equate it with A lende’s 
Parliamentary road to socialism. 
Fortune magazine, • for example, last 
year described Whitlam as “ one o f 
the ominous new forces in world 
socialism” . This was in the context 
o f asking was McGovern a socialist. 
They saw Whitlam as a shrewd PM, 
steadily leaning to the left in foreign 
policy and moving to restrict foreign 
investment in Australia. And that 
made them nervous.
When Gough eventually broke his 
silence, he did so with a quiet roar, 
o f  laughter, mainly at colleague Bill 
Brown’s expense. He was sensa­
tionally eloquent . . .  pulling to­
gether all the various cries o f  out­
rage o f the week . . . from thei 
Embassy, from the columnists, and 
the Opposition. G ood old Marshall 
Green, personal friend for ten years. 
Show me the evidence o f  his (per-1 
sonal) impropriety. There is none. 
Brown’s was a disgraceful personal 
attack, a cowardly attack on a help­
less Ambassador who can’t answer 
back.
Our Gough was clearly saying 
that if the Americans are worried, 
they are paranoid. There is no basis 
for their fears, and thus, no basis 
for Bill Brown’s either.
No socialist Our Gough. A mana­
ger’s manager. A benevolent bour­
geois.
Marshall Green, it appears, has 
been a friend o f  Gough’s for ten 
years. But when Marshall Green 
talks about Gough Whitlam and 
Australia’s foreign policy he doesn’t 
mince words. He talks o f Whitlam 
in the same breath as Sukarno and 
Sihanouk, men o f vanity, upstarts, 
daring to strut, powerless, on a stage 
reserved for the powerful.
By now Marshall Green has prob­
ably got Our Gough pretty well 
taped. All talk, hell settle for a 
share in the spoils o f empire.
Most o f the 46 have been charged 
under section 205 o f  the NSW 
Crimes A ct: “ Whosoever is one o f 
any persons riotously and tumult­
uously assembled together, to the 
disturbance o f the public peace, who 
unlawfully and with force, demolish, 
pull down or destroy public 
property, or privately owned machin­
ery, shall be liable to penal servitude 
for 10 years.”  A few are charged 
under section 207 which talks o f  
damage rather than destruction, and 
carries the “ lesser”  penalty o f seven 
years.
Before the 46 go to trial, they 
have to face committal proceedings 
in a magistrates court to establish 
whether there is enough evidence for 
them to face a judge and jury.
The first batch o f 11 prisoners 
have spent the last three weeks 
before chief stipendiary magistrate 
Farquhar in Sydney.
The proceedings have not been 
reported in the Sydney media at all. 
The Digger has been the only paper 
at the hearings.
This must be the biggest so-called 
criminal trial in the history o f  the 
country. “ When trials get this big,”  
says defence lawyer Staples, “ they 
are no longer ordinary criminal trials 
but political trials. This is the trial o f  
a movement.”
In the-"beginning o f the nine­
teenth century when the industrial 
bourgeoisie was beginning to deter­
mine the future o f humanity, it 
insisted on “ newspapers o f  record”  
(like The Times or Sydney Morning 
Herald) so that its daily accomplish­
ments would be preserved for 
posterity. Thankfully such news­
papers o f  record widened the scope 
o f  their recording and did us all a 
favor. As consumerism sends the 
planet spinning toward ecological 
disaster, the bourgeoisie have dis­
pensed with such papers. Nothing is 
worth preserving or recording in their 
speedy throwaway world. (And this 
is probably a bit o f throwaway 
ideology).
The 46 prisoners are being held in 
solitude in Long Bay — allowed out
o f their cells from 8 a.m. to 11.15 
a.m. in the mornings and from 1.15 
p.m. to 3 p.m. in the afternoons; all 
o f  this is contrary to prison 
regulations which provide for much 
longer periods c»ut o f  the cells.
When this Vyjs complained about, 
on the openin^May o f  the committal 
proceedings, .Tuesday, June 18, 
magistrate Farquhar was concerned 
about the da?Fyj 19 hours incarcera­
tion only if ityrindered the prisoners 
in the preparation o f  their defence. 
Unconvinced ” Iiat it did, he declined 
to act on the j| (latter. He commented 
that such sol^aide might aid them in 
reco llection .^  which prompted 
defence lawye* Viney to counter: “ I 
suppose we all enjoy a bit o f  solitude 
from time to-Hime, but three months 
o f it is a littlo bit much and I would 
submit even anybody with the 
strongest psychological stamina 
would find it mard to cope . .  .”
To be fair* to magistrate Farquhar, 
he did act to? stop prison authorities 
reading material written by prisoners 
before it gjbt to their defence 
lawyers.
Drawing from  the Recounts o f  
warders and prisoners given to court, 
this article attempts to present for 
the first time j an account o f what 
actually happ gned on February 3 at
Bathurst Jail. ' It then examines the'€ ■evidence aga ist the prisoners and 
their defence.» find there’s an account 
o f how The Higher got embroiled in 
the trial.
i * * *
Prisoners’̂  apd warders’ accounts 
o f  what happened on the afternoon 
o f  February 3 overlap to a 
remarkable degree. So much so that a 
generally agreed chronology o f  f 
events, can be put together. My 
account will be peppered with quotes 
from prisoner Chris Lelland’s 
account — you ’ll see why . . .
A movie was being shown in the 
chapel and after three weeks nobody 
has mentioned its title . . .  five 
minutes into the second reel 
somebody threw, a molotov cocktail 
— made out o f  a Maxwell House 
coffee jar.
The story continues:
HOW THEY BURNED DOWN THE JAIL page 8
ONE PRISONER’ S STORY page 9 
....... ----- - - - - ----- - - - -......... • - - ;
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Bathsize
Digger
Do you or do you not make 
The Digger this enormous size for 
economical reasons? If not, it is 
impractical and cannot be read in 
the bath without it becoming soggy 
and saggy. Nor, can it be read on 
the bus, train or over the kitchen 
table. And many people buy papers 
solely when they must use public 
transport. They will not purchase 
this paper this size. I would not 
so “ they”  would not. Yes.
I understand,
From  “ Very Refined Person”,
Sydney, NSW.
— We once conducted a reader 
survey on this format question. 
Broadsheet came out ahead o f  tab­
loid by a narrow margin, and, we 
like it.
Grave Digger
The Grave Digger! Lots o f re­
volutionary bullshit, lots o f  gloom 
and glum —
But it’s always good for lighting 
fires and gooder for wipin’ your 
bum.
Aren’t there any more dope 
freaks (happy hobbits) around the 
office on D-Day each month.
Michael
Etalong Beach, NSW.
Repripersond
I note your use o f the style 
“ chairperson”  to refer to Mao Tse 
Tung, and other less important 
people. While I appreciate your 
feeling that persons should be seen 
as huperson beings first, and persons 
or wopersons second, I wonder if
you have a persondate from your 
readers for this personifestly per- 
soniac avoidance o f  normal usage, 
and the consequent perpersonent 
effect on the depersond for your 
product. It’s not worth personning 
the barricades about, but if it keeps 
up I’ll give up and go back to 
my Personfred Personn records. 
Mungo MacCallum,
Press Gallery,
Parliapersonst House,
Canberra ACT.
— The removal o f  sexist references 
from  ‘normal’ usage does seem 
strained at times, but don’t be so 
sure that it’s not worth personning 
the barricades about.
Student
Magazine
We would like to use your letters 
column to inform your secondary 
student artist readers o f the near 
existence o f a magazine o f  poetry, 
graphics, words, photography, stories, 
almost anything by secondary stu­
dent artists. The name o f this maga­
zine is detinU.
The major aim o f' detinU is to 
publish and distribute student work 
as cheaply (or, when and if possible, 
free) as costs allow.
It is envisaged that if this maga­
zine is successful (artistically) at all 
we will be able to bring together 
secondary student artists for dis­
cussion and development o f  skills 
through contact with other student 
artists o f their own age; in work­
shops, readings, discussion groups 
etc.
It may even be possible to force 
Administration to recognise, the stu­
dent as an educator(?)
A1 enquiries and contributions 
for detinU should be sent to (or 
call around yourself) Gavin, 232 
Amess Street, North Carlton, Vic. 
3054.
Our eternal and etheREAL grati­
tude;
the floating (and drowning) staff
o f  detinU.________________________
Rape Squad
It does my heart good to read 
about the feminist rape squad at 
work in Sydney (Digger, no. 32).
This grass roots, personal handling 
o f rape cases has two beautiful con­
sequences:
[1 ] women will be raped less;
[2 ] men will be gaoled less.
The male run law and order sys­
tem is hopeless at overcoming social 
problems.
The professional approach, as al­
ways, lets the problems grow- and 
creates more violent devices to 
“ fight”  them. Gaol is a classic case.
Brilliant, rape squad: your ex­
ample is the total reply to legal- 
political bullshit.
People first,
Phil O'Carroll,
Albury, NSW.
Drug squad 
violence
Dope News The CIB under 
Inspector Beath, have for the second 
time launched an investigation into 
‘ Drug Squad Violence’ following 
B ooklet I o f  Statements published 
by the Drug and Legal Protection 
Union this week.
People who made the statements 
denied them when questioned by 
Inspector Beath simply because they 
desired only a public enquiry not
an internal police investigation.
They refused because CIB per­
sonnel had been involved in many 
o f the bashings.
The people involved did not want 
the knowledge o f  Drug Squad vio­
lence covered over by a police in­
vestigation, as well as the fact o f 
continual brutality by the CIB for 
those who wanted to cause trouble 
for the police force.
Peter Carey,
PO B ox 113,
Glenside, SA 5065.
Gossip please
Here’s a suggestion for diversifi­
cation to encourage participation 
from readers and uncover new areas 
o f activity — start a “ gossip”  column. 
Not so much to do with personalities 
but with issues. Here are two bits 
to kick o f f  (and stand as examples):
[i] trucks are bringing aluminium 
cans from the east to Adelaide to 
pick up the recycling money;
[ii] the Pieman River Dam (west 
coast Tasmania) is officially being 
investigated for feasability o f “ en­
vironmental impact” . Unofficially, 
workers’ cottages are being con­
ducted in preparation
Do you see as I do the possibility 
o f  being provocative without being 
libelous.
It could allow travellers to begin 
to have a political voice, getting; 
things in bits, but perhaps acting 
to draw out the real story.
Imagine what gems some locals 
in Exmouth might be able to add. 
Malcolm McDonell,
Adelaide, SA.
. — We’d be delighted. Over to 
youse.
Letters
I am a 47 year old inmate in­
carcerated at the London Correc­
tional Institution, who does not 
receive much mail from the cut- 
side. I would appreciate greatly if 
you could run some type o f  appeal 
for correspondence for me in your 
publication. I will answer all letters!
Thank you for your kindness and 
consideration.
Jessie M. Sapp, 132-851,
PO Box 69,
London,
Ohio, USA 43140.
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EARTH NEWS R insedransom
P h o to  : G reg  W eight
Papal
profum o
The French Catholic Church is 
in the throes o f  one o f the greatest 
religious scandals since the burning 
o f  Joan o f Arc. It appears that 
one o f France’s leading Catholic of­
ficials, Jean Cardinal Danielou, died 
recently in what some clerics con­
sider less than holy circumstances. 
The 69 year old Cardinal died o f a 
burst blood vessel in the apartment 
o f  a 24 year old prostitute.
The Cardinal was reportedly an 
intimate friend o f  Pope Paul VI, 
as well as the author o f many highly 
respected religious books. Since his 
death in May, the French Catholic 
press has been fairly blazing with 
speculation and denial. But, in the 
latest issue o f Le Canard Enchaine, 
the editor who broke the story denies 
that it was a scandal at all. They 
write, “ Between us . . . we would 
not find it at all scandalous if he had 
died in the arms o f  the pretty Mimi, 
for in our view that would be a 
fine death” .
These days 
in Chile
Chilean universities have been vir­
tually destroyed in the nine months 
rule by the fascist military regime, 
according to a report in People’s 
Translation Service.
The report continues “ This was 
the result o f  an inquiry conducted 
by the ‘ Latin American Council for 
the Social Science’ . According . to 
the group’s document, not only has 
the junta expelled, arrested and in 
many cases shot most o f the left 
wing students and faculty members, 
but it has closed entire schools and 
drastically reduced enrolment.
The worst hit sector is Social 
Sciences in which most o f the 
schools have been closed. The Uni­
versity o f Santiago is directed by 
the commander o f the Air Force, 
Cesar Ruiz Danyan, who appointed 
36 judges for the purpose o f trying 
“ suspect”  students, faculty mem­
bers and administrators. All applica­
tions to the University were in­
validated and when students were 
subsequently required to reapply, 
the result was such that only a 
very small per centage o f the stu­
dents was accepted in each depart­
ment.
At the University o f  Valparaiso, 
500 professors were expelled; at the 
Catholic University the departments 
o f  Agriculture, City Planning and 
Social' Research were disbanded to­
gether with the Schools o f  Psy-
Police troops were at every stop 
and used tear gas, rubber truncheons, 
and water cannons against the people 
disrupting the service. On May 29, 
there was a particularly violent con­
frontation during which a 17 year 
old schoolboy who was trying to 
take photos o f  the proceedings was 
severely injured by a water cannon. 
The boy, Thomas Hytrik, was taken 
to hospital and had still not recovered 
consciousness by June 7.
On May 30, the city authorities 
issued a conciliatory statement asking 
for a de-escalation o f  the situation. 
This was answered by the issue o f 
three counter demands from the 
protesters: the resignation o f police 
chief Mueller, a general amnesty 
for all arrested since the confron­
tation began and a return to the 
old price system on the trams. Over 
400 arrests were made between May 
27 and May 30. Many o f those 
arrested were distributing leaflets to 
publicise the tram issue and to get 
active support for the daily demon­
strations.
The issue o f the fares increase 
is in the context o f  an extensive 
business expansion in the inner city, 
which has forced workers into the 
suburbs in search o f  accommodation. 
Their journeys to and from work 
?have become progressively longer so 
that their working day has effectively 
become ten hours. A more im­
mediate cause o f the anger against 
the fare increase is the fact that 
the authorities concerned had been 
requested not to implement the pro­
posals;. Petitions and demonstrations 
had been made well in advance o f 
the proposed date o f  the increase 
but they had been consistently ig­
nored. The Hauserrat (Housing 
Action) group has based its cam­
paign oh a demand to abolish fares 
altogether, the cost being subsidised 
by big business.
1984tè
A team o f  researchers from Stan­
ford University and the University 
o f California say they have dis­
covered a method o f  creating new 
bacteria species.,,
The team found that by injecting 
DNA from higher animals and other 
species into subject bacteria cells, 
totally new species o f  bacteria were 
created.
The researchers see this as a sig­
nificant step in the production o f 
drugs and genetic disorder treatment. 
Within a few years, the team expects 
specific types o f  bacteria to be de­
veloped to produce insulin and anti­
biotics. And not long after that, 
the scientists say, human genetic 
problems may be treated by in­
jections o f  DNA into human cells.
N o  fare 
enough
Large scale demonstrations fol­
lowed the recent fare increase on 
Frankfurt’s tramway system. The 
price o f a single journey increased 
by 66% on- May 26.
Reaction was immediate. On the 
following day, barricades were put 
up at crucial points on the tram­
way system and demonstrations in­
volving students and workers were 
organised for each day at 4.00 pm. 
Police reaction was equally swift.
What’s happening to that $14 
million ransom that the Esso Cor­
poration paid last April for the re­
lease o f executive Victor Samuelson. 
Well, the People’s Revolutionary 
Army in Argentina — the group 
that kidnapped Samuelson and col­
lected the money — announced last 
month that at least $5 million o f 
it will go to support guerilla or­
ganisations in Bolivia, Chile and 
Uruguay. Chile’s Movement o f  the 
Revolutionary Left, Bolivia’s Army 
of National Liberation, and Uru­
guay’s Tupamaros will all receive 
some funding from the ransom 
money.
Another $8 million will be ‘ ap­
plied to the expenses that the de­
velopment o f the revolution de­
mands in Bolivia, Chile, Uruguay 
and Argentina’ . Colonel Ibarzabal, 
captured by the People’s Revolu­
tionary Army during the attack on 
Azul in January, has been released, 
as has Major Florencio Crespo, cap­
tured last November.
And now, the director o f Mer­
cedes Benz, Herbert Pilz, has been 
kidnapped, apparently by the People’s 
Revolutionary Army.
M id -
husbandry
O rnery
coyotes
The first US National Prostitute’s 
Convention, held in San Francisco 
last week, was on the surface a 
party. But behind the fun and games 
the event also marked the building 
o f a new coalition between feminists 
and prostitutes.
About 500 feminists and “ loose 
women”  crowded into the sanctuary 
at Glide Memorial Methodist Church 
in San Francisco. The delegates — 
some coming from as far away as 
New York — listened to a female 
comedy team, an all woman rock 
band, and some o f the 1940s’ torch 
singing popular with the women o f 
the streets.
They also listened to a panel 
which included a woman psycholo­
gist, a woman lawyer, and a member 
o f  the San Francisco Sheriffs De­
partment. The panel discussed some 
o f the inequities experienced by pros­
titutes. For example: women in 
Seattle arrested for prostitution until 
recently were forced to undergo VD 
treatment. Yet the incidence o f VD 
in prostitutes is lower than that 
o f  the general population.
Members o f  the prostitutes’ Union 
“ Coyote” , which organised the con­
vention, are demanding a reduction 
in penalty for prostitution to a traffic 
ticket type citation. Under the plan, 
a private citizen would have to make 
a complaint before the police could 
issue a citation, and women would 
be able to make similar complaints 
against men who solicit or harass 
them.
“ Coyote”  was among groups 
planning to protest against the in­
vitation by the US Navy o f the 
Chilean ship “ Esmerelda”  to San 
Francisco late last month. The “ Es­
merelda”  was used as a prison ship 
and a place of interrogation and tor­
ture following last September’s coup 
that toppled Allende’s government.
Catholic
interpretation
A ‘style’ memo issued to journa­
lists on the London Evening News 
by the editor points out that under 
no circumstances may persons ar­
rested for bomb offences in England 
relating to Ireland be referred to 
as Catholics.
5 The memo said: “ It is acceptable 
that in Northern Ireland coverage, 
Irishmen may be distinguished as 
Protestants or Catholics. But for 
security reasons we are instructed 
that we will not give such a des­
cription in England. The term ‘ Irish­
men’ may be used if appropriate. 
But if it is not certain that Irishmen 
are involved in attacks by the Pro­
visional IRA or other groups the 
term Anarchist will be used in re­
ference to the word Catholic” . '
One journalist asked the news 
editor what description to use if 
the terrorist group was in fact Pro­
testant. “ The term Irish Extremist, 
or if necessary, Marxist, may be 
used,”  was the answer. So, Catholics 
are' to be regarded as Anarchists, 
Protestants as Marxists and it is 
not certain if the Provos consist 
o f Irishmen. Faced with derision 
from some journalists the news 
editor explained that the news was 
to be ‘read sensibly’ .
— People’s News Service.
In a case that may raise questions 
o f truth in advertising, Norman 
Casserly o f Houston recently filed 
in court to officially change his 
name to “ Mister Midwife” .
Casserly, who claims to be the 
nation’s only practising male midwife, 
maintains that the name change will 
draw attention to the merits o f  non­
medical midwifery.
At • one time Casserly had pre­
pared to be a doctor, but after 
delivering more than 1,000 babies, 
he quit medical school because he 
refused to speed childbirth by using 
surgery and drugs. He became a 
professional midwife, specialising in 
natural, drugless home childbirth. 
25 years later, Casserly claims he 
has delivered more than 2,500 babies 
without a complication or hospital 
referral.
Mister Midwife cites a United 
Nations study showing that in the 
US, where 96% o f  all babies are 
hospital delivered, more infants die 
in childbirth than in any o f  the 
other 20 “ civilised”  nations. By con­
trast, the Netherlands has the lowest 
infant mortality rate — only about 
one third that o f the US. In Holland, 
midwifery is thriving and 60% o f 
all babies are born at home.
Patty’s
travels
A daily newspaper in Guatemala 
City, El Grafico, reported this week 
that local police and agents from 
INTERPOL — the international po­
lice organisation — have joined in 
the search for missing heir and SLA 
comrade Patty Hearst. The paper 
said that local police have been 
issued photographs o f  Ms Hearst, 
and the surveillance has centred 
around airports and frontiers. FBI 
agents in Washington' denied any 
knowledge o f  leads regarding Ms 
Hearst in Guatemala.
chology and Journalism. Many 
arrested teachers were shot with­
out being sentenced “ for having 
participated in an ‘escape attempt’ ” . 
It has been announced that the* 
Armed Forces educational institu­
tions, will merge with the present 
universities.
But the Chilean resistance move­
ment apparently has a firm base 
within the very heart o f  the mili­
tary. Last week, 200 Chilean o f­
ficers and enlisted men in the Air 
Force were arrested and charged 
with sabotage. The critical incident 
was discovered early last month 
when the engines o f  six Hawker- 
Hunter fighter ’planes were found 
filled with sand. The engines were 
reportedly destroyed beyond the 
Chileans’ capability to repair them.
Adding to the military junta’s 
problem is the refusal o f Rolls-Royce 
workers in England, where the en­
gines were being made, to repair any 
, ’planes belonging to the Chilean Air 
Force.
W h ite fire
The Rhodesian government has 
announced the creation o f what it 
calls “ free fire zones”  in areas along j 
the border separating Zimbabwe 
(Rhodesia) and neighbouring Mo­
zambique.
The free fire zones being formed 
cover an area o f more than 5,400 
square miles and government o f­
ficials have issued warnings that 
anyone found in the designated 
areas may be shot on sight.
The area is being defoliated with 
bulldozers and flamethrowers to erase 
underbrush that rhight be used by 
Zimbabwean freedom fighters.
An estimated 15 to 20 thousand 
Zimbabweans, who normally live in 
the areas have been moved to other ( 
parts o f the country to make the 
free fire zones corripletely unin­
habited.
This new development seems to 
follow  on a demand by the new 
Portuguese government that Rho­
desian forces stop all military pur­
suit operations in Mozambique.
Meanwhile Zimbabwean freedom 
fighters have opened up a new front 
close to the northwestern border o f 
Zimbabwe as a strategic balance to 
the campaign in the northeast. 
Operating from inside Zimbabwe the 
guerillas have carried out a string 
o f successful actions, notably a dra­
matic attack which wiped out a 
South African police patrol. The 
attack coincided with a visit o f  
South African Police Minister, Lou- 
wrens Muller, who was opening a 
swimming pool for the use o f  South 
African police stationed there.
Black
breakfast
A 20 year old white man from 
Miami was convicted in late June 
o f  firing a gun into the home o f 
an interracial family, and was sen­
tenced to six years o f  Saturday 
morning breakfasts in a black Bap­
tist Church.
Judge Alfonso Sepe placed Jo­
seph Fales on six year probation 
with the stipulation that he attend 
a Saturday morning breakfast pro­
gram at the predominantly black 
church throughout his probation. 
Said the judge, “ You ’re going to 
find out what it’s like to live in 
a black community” . Fales was 
ordered to pay restitution for 
damages in the shooting, and to 
contribute to the black charity o f 
his choice.
State art 
for billboards
The state o f Connecticut finally 
has found a worthwhile use for that 
traditional eyesore — the billboard.
In an experimental, state sup­
ported programme, reproductions o f  
paintings by Connecticut artists are 
being pasted on billboards in Bridge­
port and Hartford. During the next 
12 months, more billboard art will 
appear in Stamford, Danbury, Water- 
bury, Fairfield and Norwalk.
The idea, according to the New  
York Times, is to reach into the 
hearts o f the cities where people 
are not often exposed to art, and 
show them paintings as they wait 
for buses or shop, or where they 
might otherwise stare at ads. for 
whisky or second mortgage loans.
WOMEN'S ABORTION REFERRAL SERVICE. 
'PHONE: SYD N EY 61.7325; WEEK NIGHTS, 
6:00 -  9.00 PM, SATURDAYS, 2.00 -  4.00 PM.
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There are ten million trips in this city, and this is just one o f  them:
Harvey Krishnas p oof incense 
over a G od on an autotray
by Alistair Jones
Last year Melbourne’s Hare 
Krishnas got busted for pinching 
flowers for their annual Rathayatra 
parade; This year the Krishnas hit 
the headlines when they used half 
completed ceremonial banners to 
rescue three people in a fire across 
the road from their city storeroom. 
Middle aged mothers wrote letters 
to the editors o f mass circulation 
dailies defending the Krishnas’ right 
to shave their heads, dance their 
novel dances and chant themselves 
hoarse in the city streets, when 
the City Council tried to have them 
stopped. They allegedly brighten the 
place up. But they still shove in­
cense in your face, hassle you to 
chant too, hustle you to buy a 
book and repulse you with their 
“ mad-people’s hats” .They’ve become 
quaint st semi-legit 3 creatures; pat­
ronised jesters.
Once again they left a trail o f  
crushed petals and a pavement dotted 
with squashed knobs o f  holy bread. 
As I was tracing their route down 
quiet tree-lined- Albert Street the 
floats seemed to glide like red blimps 
between the buildings in the dis­
tance. They hauled three floats, a 
statue and Prabhupada (the current 
direct descendant o f  Krishna) up 
the slopes, and hung on for eternal 
life on the way down. About 500 
spectators strolled along for the 
spectacle.
I was standing by the City Square 
watching two beefy Krishnas crush 
a small frail man with a megaphone. 
Standing on tiptoe, the wind whipp­
ing his thin shanks, he wrapped 
the grey Nurses o f  the World blazer 
even tighter. Red faced and snow 
eyed he screamed “ anti Christ, para­
sites, hypocrisy, paganism”  and 
“ There is but one God — the God 
o f  Moses” . The two old Krishnas 
almost silenced him with hugs and 
zap-eyed entreaties but the wiry 
little bugger started flinging his arms 
around, standing even higher on his 
toes and screaming louder. Watching 
two opposing lots o f  loonies trying 
to out bluff each other with smirking 
half disgusted looks, gets ugly quite 
quickly.
It was then that I spotted Her, 
or rather she spotted me and came 
rolling down the hill to  trample 
me with Her sled. Shit she was 
a whopper — 20 feet tall and gilded 
all over. Scantily draped and wearing 
too much eye make up she briefly 
resembled a huge brasso Elizabeth 
Taylor with arms flung up haughtily, 
but still somehow beckoning.
A yabbering Turk bustled past 
and explained the Big Girl as Lord 
Caitanya, Krishna’s last incarnation 
on this planet. That was 500 years 
ago. The current Krishna movement
was started by Lord Caitanya — 
he started all this chanting in the 
streets and encouraging other people 
to chant. The Krishna team song, 
the Hare Krishna mantra was popu­
larised by Lord Caitanya (pro­
nounced Git as in Gitane cigarettes 
and Tania as in that comely Sydney 
lass who won Miss World sometime 
in the early ’60s).
The procession bumped and 
ground along, still poofing incense, 
tinkling bells and jiggling its silly 
pigtails. Lots o f  singing and chanting 
that seemed quite jolly in the Satur­
day afternoon sun. “ That’s what 
demos, need,”  observed one fellow 
parade follower in passing, “ music” . 
Hare, hare, hare.
Every once in a while the show 
would halt and there would be ec­
static dancing around Mr. Prabhu­
pada. The Old Man was travelling 
on a sort o f  autotray and when 
the procession stopped He would 
jolt upright and babble unintelligibly. 
All the Krishnas knew the responses; 
I didn’t even hear the questions. 
The muttering old Indian was getting 
a lot o f  attention.
I had to slip away. Old acquain­
tances from the demo, days o f the 
early ’70s were popping up here 
and there dancing along. “ You don’t 
really think I’ d join?”  laughed one. 
A mousy girl with intense eyes had 
intercepted the parade at four sepa­
rate points and given me the same 
Children o f Moses panic pamphlet 
at each rendezvous. Someone had 
slipped an invitation to Guru Ma- 
haraj Ji’s next nonappearance into 
my hand and the cosy cynicism 
o f  a large stiff drink seemed im­
portant.
Down one end o f  the bar, caustic 
radio journo Claudia Wright was 
faltering over her cheesecake while 
a bookseller friend was unfolding 
a theory he’ d picked up somewhere 
to me, by the window,. “ You see, 
Prabhupada and that little fat fella, 
Guru Maharaj Ji, are in this together. 
Like they’re related. They say that 
the old mother Mahara Ji is the 
brains behind the show . . .” . Baba 
Muktananda, a guru I’d offended 
some months ago by neglecting to 
take his delirious devotees seriously, 
had come into my friend’s bookshop 
back then and rummaged through 
the shop’s mystic section. Muktanan­
da has laughed at the splendid array 
o f  mystical tomes and declaimed 
most o f the authors as frauds. “ But 
you know,”  said my friend, “ we 
sell far more copies o f Cosmos than 
Digger!”  Godbothering is rife.
“ I won’t tell you my name be­
cause whenever we say anything to 
the press it gets written up in a 
really . . . weird way”  said the girl 
at the Spiritual Sky shop. Besides 
she has a different name now. She
Right: Third world wimpled flag waver.
Below:
Towering above the followers -  a fifth century Elizabeth Taylor.
was 22, not bad looking, from a 
comfortable suburb and had always 
wondered “ Who is God? Why am 
I here?”  After a variety o f  spiritual 
and quasi-spiritual philosophical mo­
ments — transcendental meditation, 
buddhism and “ . . . you know, 
things that you associate with living 
a hippy way o f  life”  — she found 
vaisnavism, the religion o f  those with 
a Krishna consciousness. She had 
hung out with some o f its devotees 
and found them pleasant company. 
Boing! The next moment she was 
handing out incense and wearing 
a third world wimple.
The pattern that was made clear 
goes something like this. You ’re 
floating around in the spiritual sky 
with God but you have the free 
will to choose between sticking here 
with God or taking a lunge into 
this world o f Illusion. You are a 
soul. But the body you are given 
undergoes Four (at least) Great
Sufferings: Birth, Death, Disease 
and Old Age. Birth is a GS but 
(thankfully) we are too mundane 
to remember it. “ It’s pain to be in 
the womb according to the Vedas,”  
said my guide earnestly. The Vedas 
are a cumbersome work, all embracing 
and fondly regarded as laws o f  man­
kind; even now the current spiritual 
master, Prabhupada, faithfully trans­
lates pieces from the original San­
skrit, and there’s lots more to go. 
“ I mean it’s not a very pleasant 
state surrounded by blood and pus 
. . .”  she continued with a smile. 
It gets a bit warped. Y ou ’d think 
they’d have sufficient stamina to 
endure a few minor pleasures before 
wanting to give up and go back.
“ It’ s not just a religion, it’s a 
science, an organisation and a way 
o f  life.”  The perfect master, Prabhu­
pada, is at the head o f the organisa­
tional pyramid. He was instructed! 
by his spiritual master, the late
previous ancestor o f  Krishna, to go 
forth into the “ English speaking 
world” . Prabhupada chose America. 
The movement came into Australia 
via two early American devotees 
o f Prabhupada. These two, Bali Mar- 
dan and friend Upendra started the 
ball rolling in Sydney in 1969. 
There are now a couple o f  hundred 
shorn and babbling devotees in each 
o f  the eastern capital cities; several 
hundred throughout Australia.
My guide at the shop said some 
parents had stormed into their 
crowded temple showering abuse, 
and suggesting that their children 
had been carried off. Her own 
parents took her conversion calmly 
and observed that the life she leads 
now is far strife ter than the one 
she led at home. There can be no 
intoxicants, no illicit sex (fuck to 
procreate only), no meat eating and 
no gambling. The no gambling seems 
curious but if you believe in the 
rest o f  it then Chance no longer 
exists. It’s a dull way o f  life.
After the perfect master come 
the swamis. They enjoy a particu­
larly close relationship with Prabhu­
pada. The swami for southeast Asia 
is Madhu-dvisa, a notorious yank 
who was informed by the Immi­
gration Department to the effect 
that he would not be allowed back 
into Australia if he set foot outside. 
The swami did go (to be with Prabhu­
pada) and returned unobstructed. 
The swamis are pretty authoritative 
when they speak; they’ve got the 
weight o f the Vedas and their special 
relationship with Prabhupada behind 
them. I remember Madhu-dvisa from 
last year’s parade. The Krishnas then 
had dragged their floats up St. Kilda 
Road to the Myer Music Bowl for 
a gathering, a feast and a pop con­
cert featuring Lobby Lloyde and 
the Coloured Balls. While skinheads 
moved with shorn Krishnas on the 
lawn around the Bowl, Madhu-dvisa 
was downstairs bawling out the 
boneheads to move the food  out 
to the masses. Like a hardened 
marine sergeant double timing the 
dunny patrol, hei|got those trash 
cans full o f  papadr/ms and wet sand 
moving at full scusfy.
Spiritual Sky,: ; the organisation 
that umbrellas thgse followers o f  a 
Krishna conscienirl, retails incense, 
Third World clbhhes and artifacts, 
its own literature and the house 
mantra, Hare K jshna, They lean 
towards the hard sell and will often 
grab an arm ti forestall a dis­
interested passer! k. One man, des­
cribed as a heft^ maoist, claims a 
Krishna pulled aJ switchblade after 
the politico huiied an insult at 
Prabhupada at Oj.e La Trobe Uni­
versity appearance. Krishna has a 
favourite pastime where he makes 
an androgynous appearance in leis, 
bracelets and baggy pants to play 
flute by an idyllic creek; such tran­
quility has not descended on Mel­
bourne’s Krishnas for this year’s 
festivities.
“ We are living in the age of 
Kaliyugan,”  said tile girl at the shop. 
It started just before Krishna first 
appeared 5,000 years ago. They say 
he came because o f it. This age 
is the most degraded age full o f  
vice and darkness. It is the age o f 
quarrels and it’s due to go on for 
another 427,000 years. ,‘*And it’s 
going to  get more degraded,”  said 
my guide. “ But we are due for 
a brief period o f religiosity around 
now.”  Or at least they say that 
around the temple to keep the vibe 
up,
One night there were 34 women in two small four roomed terraces
Elsie’s a good wom an, but she can’t go on alone
by Ponch Hawkes
“ It’s the safety and security, 
o f  knowing this place exists, if 
I’ve got to leave there is some­
where to go.”
Sandra is 36, and she has been 
staying at Elsie, the Sydney Wo­
men’s Refuge at 73 — 75 West­
moreland Street, Glebe, for five 
weeks now.
Her second husband is an alco­
holic, and subject to intense rages. 
Sandra says, “ For about two or 
three days he’s OK, then he starts 
to pick and pick at the slightest 
thing. It just boils up until he ex­
plodes and he gets into ,a terrible 
rage at me. The tension is unbear­
able, you can’t live like that every 
week o f your life” .
He has threatened to shoot her, 
and refused to let her get her things 
out o f their flat even after she 
had bailed him out o f  , Long Bay 
Gaol. Almost every night he comes 
and sits in his car outside the Refuge 
and looks to see if she goes out 
with other men.
Sandra says she still cares for 
him and understands his problems 
more since going to Alanon, a centre 
for the families o f alcoholics, but 
life is unbearable with him, and 
she has to think o f  herself now. 
She is looking for a job  as a live in 
housekeeper.
* * _ *
( A country woman arrived in 
Sydney with very little money.
Her two children were with her. 
She stayed at a motel for the night 
and the owner ripped her o ff, leaving 
her with $4.00. After trying des­
perately to get someone to listen 
to her and help her, she rang the 
telephone operator and asked her 
if she knew somewhere she could 
stay. They tried several places but 
no one would take the kids. Finally 
the operator said she had heard 
about this woman Elsie in Glebe 
who sounded like a nice person and 
who took in people. The woman, at 
her wits’ end, took a gamble, got a 
cab and arrived.
* * *
Elsie was set up last March (see 
Digger no. 28) as a shelter for women 
with few financial or physical re­
sources, as a refuge from the kinds 
o f  violence perpetrated against wo­
men in this Society.
Sydney women, frustrated by 
their efforts to find a house for 
the refuge through official channels, 
took over two small houses in the 
inner city suburb o f  Glebe. This 
week the Church of England, which 
owns the- formerly abandoned pre­
mises, finally agreed that the women 
could have the houses rent frqe as 
long as they were in financial diffi­
culties. Bessie, one o f the women 
who staffs the roster, chortled, 
“ Looks as though we’ll have them 
forever, because we are always going 
to be in financial difficulties” .
Elsie is limping along. Scrimping 
and saving, it still costs $150 a week 
for food. And there are expenses 
like taxi fares to be paid when 
women and children arrive on the 
doorstep in the middle o f  the night, 
prescriptions to be filled, disposable 
nappies, shoes for kids, fares for 
women going to seek help on housing 
and jobs, and simple everyday things 
like money for cigarettes. The re­
fuge people have to rely on donations 
to exist. While I was there a woman 
came to the dbor with a box con­
taining a big jar o f  honey, some 
chocolate and baby items. Other 
»donations vary. Once a man came 
to the door, pressed 12 packets 
o f  chewing gum into a woman’s 
hand and muttered, “ We’ re not all 
bad you know” . Other letters come 
with a donation o f a dollar or so 
and a request for live in help. A 
dance raised a bit o f  money, yet 
an appeal in the morning paper 
the Daily Mirror netted only $40.00 
— a fair indication o f  public interest 
in the problem o f the shelter and 
the women who come there.
The women are pressing the state 
government for em ergencyfunds, 
so far without success, and legis­
lation is to be introduced by the 
federal government to provide for 
homeless men and women . . . 
but Elsie needs money now.
“ It’s meant to be temporary; it’s 
not the Ritz,”  say the Elsie women. 
Both the four roomed houses are
freshly painted, with beds, mat-1 
tresses and cots stacked everywhere.
The fence between the two back­
yards has been knocked down and 
last week the Builders’ Labourers’ 
came, cleared out the rubbish and 
fixed up the fence. The women are 
hoping to get enough«, money to 
cover in the two back verandahs 
from the rain and convert the garage 
into a storeroom and a playroom 
for the kids.
The women in the shelter say 
that the feeling o f the houses changes 
with each group o f  women who 
come into it. New arrivals are always 
severely upset, desperately short of 
money and have only the clothes 
they stand up in. Almost all are 
working class women. Some are mi­
grants, pensioners, and single mothers.
When the refuge opened it was 
expected it would cater mainly for 
battered women, those who had 
been physically attacked, as was the 
pattern at the Chiswick Women’s 
Aid in London, but this has not 
been the case in Glebe. Women most 
often come from ghastly domestic 
situations — most expect physical 
violence as the norm and one woman 
had her arm broken over the end 
o f the bed — but it’s the psycho­
logical violence that forces them 
out and to seek refuge at Elsie.
260 women have stayed at Elsie 
since last March. Last week there 
were ten women and five kids. One
night they had 34 women who were 
crammed on mattresses on the floor 
like sardines. It was bad, and some 
wohren went back to their husbands. 
They have a rule now o f not more 
than 20, but it’s impossible to en­
force. How can you turn away a 
woman when you know she doesn’t 
have anywhere to go?
There are no rules about the 
length o f a stay. Some women leave 
after one or two nights. Others stay 
because they can't move. Landlords 
often refuse to take a woman with 
children but no man. One group o f  
women who met at Elsie have taken 
houses together and decided to live 
communally.
The question is often asked‘What 
are the rules?’ In the beginning 
it was hoped that there wouldn’t 
have to be any. So far the only 
hard and fast one is no alcohol — 
its effects have proved to be too 
disruptive. Joan, one o f the women 
there, said, “ The lack o f  control is 
fantastic. Most women come from 
homes where they are picked on 
and trampled on. Now here I am 
spending a morning in bed. I’ve 
never been able to do that without 
feeling guilty before. I’ve seen wo­
men come in here, tense, as if a 
bomb will go o ff  inside them. Then 
you see them talk with everyone, 
and see that they’re not hopeless, 
and that their problems are not 
all their fault. And you see them 
relax.”
The refuge is organised com­
munally, and like most communal 
situations it only works some o f 
the time. Because they are so short 
on resources, communal childcare 
is not working well. They may have 
to get tough on taking in adolescent 
boys because o f  problems with them 
rampaging through the houses, dis­
turbing others and annoying neigh­
bours. Teenage girls are o f  course 
much more used to helping out 
around the house. Communal situa­
tions are new to most women who 
come to Elsie and the general feeling 
in the house relies on the people 
being aware o f each others problems 
and the fact that they have to 
work together.
When the Sydney women took 
the house over they organised a 
roster system to staff Elsie. Ideally 
it was to be four hour shifts in 
a day and a night shift starting 
at midnight. Initial energy levels have 
dropped away and now the roster 
is maintained by a hard core o f 
seven or eight women. These days 
women who go on roster have to 
be prepared to stay on for a day 
or two. Problems crop up all the 
time — go to court with someone 
for a custody order, over to Leic- 
hardt to the Women’s Health Centre, 
ring a solicitor, go to a woman’s 
house to collect her clothes, deal 
with a husband or boyfriend pre­
tending he’ s from Child Welfare, 
cope with a woman who has just 
come out o f a psychiatric hospital,
deal with women taking out theii 
frustrations on each other or their 
children, decide what to do about 
husbands hanging around outside.
It’s exhausting work. The rewards 
come at those times when the dis­
tinction between those on the roster 
and those in the refuge breaks down, 
at rap sessions when everyone gets 
together and talks about their hassles, 
when everyone identifies with prob­
lems raised, when they work out 
ways o f solving them together. Or 
when one o f  the women who has 
stayed in Elsie drops in and offers 
to give a hand with the roster or 
just to chat and talk about what she 
has been doing. They are trying 
to establish a follow up and support 
service for women who have stayed 
in the refuge. -
Elsie's strength comes from wo­
men organising together to help each 
other. It provides a space for women 
to think out what’s happened to 
them. In a sympathetic atmosphere 
they can share experiences, consider 
the alternatives open to them and 
have the chance to gain support 
and self confidence to be able to 
do what they feel like doing.
* * *
More shelters are needed for  wo­
men in every city. Elsie needs money, 
food, playthings for kids, a- car ~  
and houses and flats for women to 
rent
I f  you can help, ring Sydney 
660.1371.
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N axa lites  o n  th e  m o v e Spring thunder
A  d em on stra tion  in India against y o u th  u n em p lo y m en t
E x p lo s iv e  Indiap e c o n o m y
Ghandi’s big nuclear bang
Food will be scarfce; energy will 
be dangerously short; about half 
the population will ! be homeless; 
and the land will be barren o f  trees.
This dark vision Of India in the 
year 2000 comes from the Indian 
government’s National Committee 
o f  Science and Technology. The 
Committee recommends “ unortho­
dox and highly unconventional me­
thods”  to save the country, whose 
population grows by 13 million 
each year. /
One o f the bleakest trends re­
ported by the Coinmittee is the 
destruction o f trees, which critically 
affects the soil’s nrbisture and nu­
trients. More than $00 million tons 
o f  Indian w ood are cut for building 
and fuel each . year. At current 
rates o f population growth arid 
need, India could have almost no 
trees at all remaining by the year 
2000.
The Committee is urging the
Indian government to implement 
¡mandatory population control, to 
develop solar energy as the nation’s 
primary source o f  power, and to 
create unconventional food  sources. 
Algae or manufactured proteins 
could satisfy 50% o f  the nutritional 
requirements o f  the nation, the 
Committee maintains.
The panel also urges the replace­
ment o f cars with buses and bi­
cycles, and the development o f 
kibbutz style residential communes 
with “ community kitchens to re­
duce the requirements o f  construc­
tion materials” .
In spite o f  — or perhaps partly 
because o f  — Ms Ghandi’s big nuclear 
bang the Indian economy has seldom 
been in a worse condition and from 
all indications the crisis looks like 
getting worse in thq immediate 
future rather than better.
The Aid India Consortium re­
cently gave /loaned India $1,400
million assistance — a $400 million 
increase over last year and an as­
surance that the donors weren’t 
planning to punish India for letting 
o f f  its bomb.
The Indian weekly Frontier sug­
gests that the generosity o f  the do­
nors is a measure o f  their fear 
“ that the economic ills will finally 
trigger a different type o f  bomb. 
N ot in the lonely deserts o f Rajas­
than, but right in the heartland o f 
the country, upsetting the status 
quo, and throwing the economy 
into a vortex o f  uncertainty.
“ As it is, India with all its po­
verty remains one o f  the finest 
places for making a quick buck 
and its potentiality as an emergent 
market for the second hand, out­
dated machines arid consumer goods 
not usable in the developed nations 
is rated very high. A large dose 
o f foreign assistance is one o f  the 
means o f  insuring against an un­
desirable political upset and it is 
just as well that the bourgeois 
leadership o f  a bourgeois society 
should be propped up at any cost.
“ But the question o f  foreign aid 
is not something that concerns the 
leadership alone. It concerns every­
body with an iota o f  self respect. 
Already nearly three fourths o f gross 
aid is being used to meet repayment 
and interest obligations. And unless 
the country calls a halt to all this 
murky business o f  swapping national 
dignity and sovereignty for a few 
thousand million dollars, a time 
might soon come when the outflow 
will exceed the inflow and the coun­
try will be forced to pay for all 
the lending o f the past through its 
nose.
“ The government in New Delhi 
is evidently not perturbed over such 
a possibility now; as a matter o f 
fact, it does not seem to be per­
turbed over anything at all. But 
where do we go from here?”
C am eron  m o v es  in
Emmigrating department
by Pat Pending
On June 12 the Immigration 
Department ceased to exist, and a 
new Department o f Labour and 
Immigration was created. In the 
weeks to come Cameron, Renouf, 
Hayden and Beazley will have 
finished severing the various ser­
vices that are now up for grabs.
The significance o f  this change 
was first realised by the non English
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language press, with papers such 
as Novosti, Die Woche and II Globo 
expressing bitter disappointment in 
front page articles and editorials.
Workers in the Department were 
slower to react. On June 21 a 
meeting was held in Melbourne to 
discuss the issue. Surprisingly, few 
expressed insecurity over their po­
sition and perks. The discussion, 
intense and emotional, centred al­
most exclusively on the impact frag­
mentation o f  the Department will 
have on people settling in Australia.
The resolution, passed unani­
mously at the Melbourne meeting, 
demanded the Department’s rein­
statement to allow continuation o f 
the coordinated services to migrants. 
This contrasts sharply with one 
passed by workers in Canberra. At 
the Canberra meeting it was al­
most as though migrants didn’t 
exist, and only a passing reference 
was made to them. The important 
issues there were “ career potential” , 
“ job satisfaction” , and “ flexible 
hours” .
The Melbourne resolution was 
sent to Cabinet and shadow cabinet 
members, and followed up by a 
letter outlining the difficulties for 
migrants if the services presently 
available to them are fragmented.
Cairns and the Opposition’s sha­
dow Minister for Immigration Mac- 
Kellar replied immediately, and will 
receive delegations to discuss the 
issue. The man who peddles “ wor­
ker participation”  while taking con­
trol o f  a Department without con­
sulting its workers, Clyde Cameron, 
revealed his concern for another 
scheme he’s currently cashing in on 
— elimination o f discrimination 
against women in jobs — by 
heading his reply “ Gentlehien” . 
Typically, he referred the workers 
to the Department’s Permanent 
Head, Dr. Sharp.
* * *
The English language media have 
been concerned with the fight bet­
ween Cameron and Renouf over 
control o f  visas, and the Oppo­
sition’s predictable outrage, and ig­
nored the issue seen by migrants 
as the most vital.
The Serbo-Croatian paper Novosti 
perceived the issue clearly. In its 
issue o f June 26, Novosti expressed 
a keen anxiety at the abolition o f 
the Department, a Department which 
under Labor, had managed to get 
through to the public “ . . . the long 
neglected needs and aspirations o f 
New Australians . . .
“ This is o f  vital importance to 
us, the New Australians, as well 
as to our close and distant relatives 
who are considering migrating to 
Australia.”  Novosti goes on to ex­
press the fear that the “ attach­
ment [o f  the/ Department o f  Im­
migration] to the Department o f 
Labour as an appendage . . . will 
mean a switch from concern for 
people migrating, to concern for 
securing ‘ the labour force’ for in­
dustry.
“ We are afraid that, for example, 
any faceless bureaucrat in the name­
less office o f  the expanded Depart­
ment o f  Labour could prevent our 
daughter or sister from coming to 
Australia to join her relatives only 
because there is no job available 
for her here at the moment.
“ Perhaps the Department o f Im­
migration is not really necessary to 
bring here, about 100,000 heads o f 
labour if they are looked at as 
only a part in the production pro­
cesses at BMC or as part o f ma­
chinery at the BHP furnaces.”  ;
Since Arthur Calwell initiated 
the present immigration programme 
in 1945, the Department o f Im­
migration has in fact acted primarily
as a clearing house for labour sup­
plies to Australian and foreign in­
dustrialists.
In recent years, and particularly 
since Labor took office in 1972, 
services related not directly to the 
needs o f  industry but rather to the 
needs o f migrants and the com ­
munity in general have been initiated 
and developed.
Because people prefer to help 
rather than exploit, these services 
have been the source o f satisfaction 
to workers who actually come into 
contact with migrants. To these 
workers, they are the reason for 
the Department’s existence, and for 
their existence within the Depart­
ment.
It is clear- to these workers that 
this service cannot operate if the 
Department is fragmented. About 
70,000 files are created annually, 
and relate, generally, to persons. 
A single .file could refer to a number 
o f activities ih different branches, 
eg. entry, sponsorship, citizenship, 
so the task o f  separating the files 
in the event o f a dispersal o f branches 
would be virtually impossible.
It seems hard to understand why 
Labor should now obstruct migrant 
services and concentrate on the em­
ployment aspect o f immigration^ es­
pecially when the migrant vote 
helped Labor win its narrow victory 
jusUa few weeks ago.
Two theories:
(1) abolition o f the Department re­
flects Whitlam’s frustration and the 
conservatism o f certain senior public 
servants who will be swamped inside 
the Department o f  Labour;
(2) Whitlam really intends to elimi­
nate the immigration^programme.
Whatever the reason, the major 
effect remains — dispersal o f migrant 
services and betrayal o f the migrants 
who put their faith in the Labor 
government.
over
by Ekalavya
Leaders o f India’s ruling Congress 
Party — heirs o f  Gandhi, and many 
o f them gaoled and persecuted by 
the British during India’s struggle 
for independence — are themselves 
now the gaolers o f  some 35,000 
political prisoners, held in conditions 
as miserable as those reported from 
prisons in South Vietnam. (For just 
how miserable that is, see Digger 
no. 29, “ Didyou think it was over?” i)
Campaigning for better treatment 
o f these prisoners — most o f  whom 
are maoists dedicated to armed 
struggle — are members o f  the non­
violent Gandhian movement. At the 
root o f  this paradox lies the failure 
o f  the Gandhian nonviolence to alter 
the grievous social and economic 
wrongs in India.
“ We are not afraid o f  death, 
much less o f  torture,”  one o f  the 
first political prisoners brought to 
trial told the court. “ We know it 
is a class war — it is inevitable.”
Convicted o f  killing a landlord, 
Nagabhushan Patnaik, 36, an ex­
lawyer and member o f the central 
committee o f India’s outlawed Naxa- 
lite Party, refused to defend himself 
or enter a plea for mercy. Instead, 
he used his court appearances to 
condemn the Indian social system. 
Describing the murder and torture 
o f  poor peasants by landlords, he 
declared, “ It is inevitable; they kill 
us, we kill them” .
Patnaik’s death sentence was 
commuted last December, largely 
because o f a campaign supported 
by all but right wing parties, led 
by a grey haired woman with im­
peccable pacifist credentials: Malati 
Chaudhuri, ex-president o f  the Con­
gress Party in the state o f Orissa, 
and a leading organiser o f the Gan­
dhian Sarvodava (uplift o f  all) move­
ment.
Why should pacifists defend vio­
lent extremists who have rejected 
all forms o f legal redress, who have 
smashed statues o f Gandhi himself 
to show their rejection o f  past tra­
dition? Malati Chaudhuri explains: 
“ We have failed to confront the 
burning issues o f  society. At least 
these prisoners have shown them­
selves capable o f making the supreme 
sacrifice, and they have exposed the 
character o f  the state” .
She is referring specifically to 
the failure o f  Gandhians to meet 
the demands o f  a communist led 
peasant revolt that began after in­
dependence in 1947 in central India.
The peasants wanted land, which
India
the Congress Party government had 
failed to redistribute. Leading Gan­
dhian organisers went into the area 
o f  .revolt, and to other regions, and 
tried to convince landlords to peace­
fully give up some o f their land. 
The campaign, called Bhoodan (gift 
o f  land) is now conceded to have 
been a failure.
In 1967, disillusioned by the 
failures o f  land reform and the Gan­
dhian campaigns, and frightened by 
a 1966 famine in Bihar and their 
increasing poverty, tribal peasants 
in the Naxalbari region o f West 
Bengal rose in insurrection. For a 
brief time, they controlled their 
villages, set up revolutionary com­
mittees, and distributed land.
They were defeated by the Indian 
armed forces. But their example 
inspired thousands o f  members o f  
India’s left wing Communist Party 
(the original Party had split in 1965) 
to break away and form a new 
party, the Communist Party o f India 
(Marxist-Leninist). Its members be­
came known as “ Naxalites”  after 
the area o f  the 1967 revolt.
The Naxalites rejected Parlia­
mentary government, and called for 
the formation o f  a people’s army 
and immediate armed insurrection 
by the poor peasantry. They de­
clared themselves fervent followers 
o f  the Chinese way to revolution 
and o f “ Mao Tse-tung Thought” . 
In turn, the Naxalbari uprising and 
formation o f the new Party were 
hailed by the Chinese as the har­
binger o f  a new era; a “ spring, 
thunder over India” .
In the context o f  the growing 
conflict between peasants and land­
lords in the countryside and in­
creasing disillusionment among 
middle class youth in the cities, 
the Naxalites did prove something 
o f a spark. Other insurrections fol­
lowed, and thousands o f  young 
people left their homes to “ carry 
the fight”  into the streets and jungles 
o f  India.
In fact, o f  all the revolutionary 
groups that burst onto the world 
scene in the late 1960s — from 
the .guerillas o f  Latin America to 
the Black Panthers and Weather- 
people o f  the United States — the 
Naxalites were the most numerous, 
and perhaps thé most threatening. 
American political scientists esti­
mated their number at 20,000, and 
the Indian government depicted 
Naxalism as the main enemy o f  
the state.
Today, many o f  those original 
members are dead. Thousands more
are in gaol, yet only a few have 
been tried and sentenced, and only 
a few hundred more are even awaiting 
trial, the rest held under laws that 
permit “ preventive detention”  and 
holding a prisoner indefinitely with­
out trial.
Thousands o f peasants and tribal 
people, called Naxalites for attempt­
ing to seize land, are also in prison. 
With over 17,000 prisoners in West 
Bengal alone, India ranks high on 
the list o f countries, like South 
Vietnam and Indonesia, in which 
imprisonment has been used to 
disable opposition.
Reports from Indian prisoners 
echo reports from those countries: 
beatings, electric shock torture, 
rotten food, inadequate water, neg­
lect o f sick and injured prisoners. 
Last month two dozen prisoners 
in Calcutta gaols began a hunger 
strike, demanding recognition o f  
their status as political prisoners, 
and the right to a quick and fair 
trial.
For the time being, imprison­
ment has proved an effective tool 
in breaking the back o f  the Naxalite 
movement. Those members and 
leaders who are not in gaol are 
scattered and split into factions. 
While few have given up their com ­
mitment to the Party or the cause 
o f  revolution, most now characterise 
Naxalite strategy o f  guerilla war­
fare and the murder o f landlords 
as “ adventurist” .
But if  the Naxalite effort has 
reached a dead end, so too has 
its opposite extreme, the Gandhian 
movement — for so long a centre 
o f India’s moral identity. Efforts 
to bring change through peaceful 
mass actions, such as street demon­
strations and strikes, now appear 
hopeless. To break the recent railroad 
strike the government showed it was 
willing to arrest some 30 to 50 
thousand workers, to fire ten thou­
sand from their jobs, and throw 
nearly 30 thousand others out o f  
their government sponsored housing.
Some have lauded the “ firmness”  
o f a government which will use 
armies to keep railroads running. 
But others see the collapse o f  Gan­
dhian nonviolence as proof that 
even the facade , o f  democracy in 
India has vanished.
(Ekalavya is a pseudonym for  
a European social scientist who 
has done research on peasants in 
northern India and has visited that 
country on three different occa­
sions.) — Pacific News Services
O u t b u t n o t  d o w n
BLs; a report from the trenches
by Mick de Young
On June 21 the Federal Builders’ 
Labourers’ Union was deregistered 
by the Industrial Court. The Mas­
ter Builders’ Association o f  NSW 
(the employers’ organisation) had 
submitted evidence against the 
NSW branch o f  the BLs. The “ evi­
dence”  was that the union through 
its green bans had stopped develop­
ment o f  projects valued at $3,000 
million and encouraged a climate o f  
industrial lawlessness with its mili­
tant tactics including invasion and 
damage to sites.
A deregistered union has no right 
to appear before the Arbitration 
Court, its awards are not enforce­
able and its officials have no right o f 
entry to places where its members 
work. The employers can even set 
up their own union as they did with 
the carpenters when the Building 
Workers’ Industrial Union was dere­
gistered in 1948.
The Industrial Court could only 
deregister the BLs federally. The 
various state branches are still regis­
tered under the state arbitration sys­
tems but the MBA in NSW intends 
to seek deregistration o f  the Union 
branch in that state.
The Union has reacted to the 
Court’s decision by welcoming the 
chance to fight for its first national 
award free o f the shackles o f the 
arbitration system. The fight will be 
on the job not in the court. Logs o f 
claims are being served on employers 
individually. Petitions signed by 
their employees nominate existing 
BL officials as their representatives.
The threat to the NSW branch is 
being met with resistance from the 
union movement as a whole as well 
as the BLs. The ACTU has pro­
mised its support. In 1948 the 
bosses’ union formed to (ake over 
part o f the deregistered BWIU re­
ceived recognition from the ACTU. 
Thus ACTU support this time 
lessens the possibility o f  a bosses’ 
union or a right wing union poach­
ing BL members. Of the two unions
which could be a threat the Aust­
ralian Workers’ Union and the BWIU 
the AWU has stated it-will not at­
tempt to take members from the 
BLs. The BWIU is led by Pat Clancy 
o f  the Socialist Party o f  Australia. 
The SPA has issued a call for the 
BLs to amalgamate with the BWIU. 
The BWIU has also applied in its 
award for coverage o f  concrete work 
which is traditionally BLs’ work.
The BLs have not come into the 
deregistration situation unprepared. 
In May a national guerilla campaign 
was carried out against the employ­
ers attacking the NSW branch. Big 
companies such as Lewis, Mainline 
and E. A. Watts were hit with short 
but effective stoppages, especailly 
during concrete pours. Stopping 
concrete costs the boss thousands o f 
dollars. All concrete already dis­
patched must be paid for even 
though it cannot be used and often 
the concrete already put down 
needs to be hosed or jack hammered 
out. The companies who were at­
tacked came to the union to nego­
tiate. The May campaign warned 
any national builder that if he did 
not continue to recognise the NSW 
branch after deregistration his work 
in other states would be hit. The re­
action o f  the Master Builders’ sug­
gests the warning was effective.
The decision o f  the court is'thus 
only one round in a continuing 
struggle around the Union’s indus­
trial demands and its policy to stop 
development which it regards as 
socially or environmentally harmful. 
The building companies continue to 
build prestige office blocks even 
though there is already an excess o f  
unleased office space. While these 
unused offices bring developers in­
come from movements in prices, re­
sources are lacking for houses, 
schools and hospitals.
The struggle has reached its 
greatest intensity under the leader­
ship o f  Jack Mundey and now Joe 
Owens in NSW. The battles to save 
residential areas have received pub­
licity in past issues o f  Digger. In
Melbourne where Norm Gallagher is 
Secretary (also Federal Secretary), 
the BLs have refused to demolish 
the Regent Theatre (Vic.), any more 
city pubs, and the Victoria Market. 
Work has been prevented on the 
Newport Power Station for eco­
logical reasons.
It is no secret that the NSW and 
Victorian (and Federal) leadership 
have been at loggerheads, however 
in the present situation Gallagher 
has promised full support and a 
mass meeting o f  BLs on July 3 at 
Fitzroy Town Hall voted for action 
if NSW is deregistered. Gallagher 
has been attacked in an old 
fashioned red baiting article in 
Nation Review.
This article suggests that the real 
struggle in the BLs is between the 
various communist factions. Grant 
Evans has criticised Gallagher in a 
sloppily researched article. What 
Gallagher may have done or not 
done in the past is less important 
than what is going on now and 
there is no indication that he has 
given less than full support for the 
NSW branch. If Gallagher does the 
wrong thing it will be up to BLs 
who are involved in the struggle to 
judge him. He can work oiit what 
he is himself.
The struggle for the BLs can only 
become more intense. There is the 
possibility o f  scab labour being used 
to break green bans: demolish resi­
dential areas and historic buildings, 
destroy community life, parkland 
and bushland hnd develop projects 
which harm the environment All 
people who are concerned with 
these issues should support the 
Union. The Union needs the sup­
port. If the Union becomes isolated 
and defeated it is not only a defeat 
for the BLs but for the Australian 
people as a whole. The bosses are 
trying to knock o f f  the Union be­
cause it is saying they can no longer 
make profits regardless o f the 
human and ecological costs. This is 
a fight we can and must win.
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US S en ate S u b c o m m itte e  reveals:
General M otors
and got
&  Ford built trucks for Hitler, 
$15 m illion compo for it
Most o f  us were brought up be­
lieving that during the second World 
War the Allies in the Fight Against 
Fascism had Might and Right on 
their side and acted only from the 
highest principles. The mythology 
o f  war — supported by Churchillian 
rhetoric — persuaded most people 
that their best interests were identi­
fied with com plete support for the 
war effort.
A lo t o f  this rhetoric, however, 
was only for mass consumption and 
was designed simply to keep the 
wheels o f  industry turning. Large 
capitalist corporations, particularly 
in Amerika, went on their own way 
making a fast buck out o f  the war.
Recent material has brought to 
light the wheeling and dealing on 
both sides o f  the war by these 
corporations.
What we weren't told was that 
the same companies which were pro­
viding the armed might o f  the US 
were simultaneously supplying wea­
pons for the Nazi regime.
This startling fact was brought 
before the US Senate M onopoly and 
Anti-Trust Subcommittee by Brad­
ford C. Shell, a research economist 
for the Subcommittee.
Although the charges are o f  the 
most serious magnitude, GM saw 
fit to issue only a three sentence 
denial, and papers buried the whole 
story.
The Digger is publishing an ex­
cerpt from Snell's statement docu­
menting US automotive company 
cooperation with the Nazis.
This article originally appeared 
in the Fifth Estate.
During? the 1920s and 1930s, 
the Big Three automakers in the 
US undertook an extensive pro­
gramme o f  multinational expansion. 
In 1929, General Motors acquired 
Germany’s largest automobile com ­
pany, Adam Opel, AG. By the mid 
1930s, these three Amerikan com ­
panies owned automotive subsidiaries 
throughout Europe and the Far East; 
many o f  their largest facilities were 
located in the politically sensitive 
natiohs às Germany, Poland, Ru­
mania, Austria, Hutigary, ’ Latvia, 
and Japan.
As the Axis powers overtly pre­
pared for war, General Motors, Ford,
and to a lesser extent, Chrysler, 
found themselves in serious conflicts 
o f interest and national loyalties. 
Due to their, concentrated economic 
power over motor vehicle production 
in both Allied and Axis territories, 
the Big Three inevitably became 
major factors in the preparations 
and progress o f the war. In Ger­
many, for example, General Motors 
and Ford became an integral part 
o f  the Nazi war efforts. GM’s plants 
in Germany built thousands o f  bom­
ber and jet fighter propulsion systems 
for the Luftwaffe at the same time 
that its Amerikan plants produced 
aircraft engines for the US Army 
Air Corps.
As owner o f  Germany’s largest 
automobile factory, General Motors 
was quite naturally a more important 
factor in the Axis war effort than 
either Ford or Chrysler, whose in­
vestments were substantially less.
GM’s participation in Germany’s 
preparation for war began as early 
as 1935. That year its Opel sub­
sidiary cooperated with the Reich 
in locating a new heavy truck facility 
at Brandenburg, which military o f­
ficials advised would be less vul­
nerable to enemy aii attack. During 
.the succeeding years, GM supplied 
the Wehrmacht with Opel “ Blitz”  
trucks from the Brandenburg com­
plex. For these and other contribu­
tions to war time preparations, GM’s 
chief executive for overseas opera­
tions in 1938 was awarded the Order 
o f  the German Eagle (first class) 
by Chancellor A dolf Hitter.
Ford was also active in Nazi 
Germany’s prewar preparations. In 
1938, for instance, it opened a 
truck assembly plant in Berlin whose 
“ real purpose” , according to US 
Army Intelligence, was producing 
“ troop transport type”  vehicles for 
the Wehrmacht. That year Ford’s 
chief executive received the Nazi 
German Eagle (first class).
Given the dominant structural po­
sition o f  GM and Ford in the 
war economies o f both Amerika 
and Germany, these firms had the 
power to influence the source o f 
World War II. They could determine, 
lor example, which belligerent would 
benefit from their latest advances 
in war related technology. Due to 
their concentrated economic power
in both economies, GM and Ford 
were able to shape the conflict to 
their own . priv \te corporate advan­
tage. Whether in fact their profit 
maximisation determinations were 
also in the best interests o f inter­
national peace or, more specifically, 
in accord with the national security 
objectives o f  the United States at 
that time, is entirely unclear.
The outbreak o f  war in September 
1939 resulted inevitably in the full 
conversion by GM and Ford o f  their 
Axis plants to the production o f 
military aircrafts and trucks. During 
the last quarter o f  1939, for instance, 
GM converted its 432 acre Opel 
complex in Russelsheim to war 
’plane production. From 1939 
through 1945, the GM owned 
Russelsheim facility alone assembled 
50% o f  all the propulsion systems 
produced for the JU-88 medium 
range bomber. According to the au­
thoritative work o f  Wagner and No- 
warra, the JU-88 bomber, by 1940, 
“ had become the Luftwaffe’s most 
important bomber and remained so 
for the rest o f  the war” .
The Russelsheim facility also as­
sembled ten per cent o f  the jet 
engines for the ME-262, the world’ s 
first operational jet fighter. Wagner 
and Nowarra described this jet ’plane 
as perhaps “ the most important 
military aircraft to come out o f 
Germany” . With a top speed o f 
540 miles per hour, it was more 
than 100 miles per hour faster than 
the Amerikan P-510 Mustang, the 
fastest piston driven Allied fighter. 
Not until after World War II were 
the Allies able to develop pure jet 
aircraft. By producing ME-262 jet 
engines for the Luftwaffe, there­
fore, GM’s Russelsheim plant made 
a significant contribution to the 
Axis’ technological superiority in 
the air.
On the ground, GM and Ford 
subsidiaries built nearly 90% o f the 
armoured “ mule”  three ton half­
tracks and more than 70% o f  the 
Reich’s medium and heavy duty 
trucks. 'These vehicles, according to 
Amerikan intelligence reports, served 
as the “ backbone o f  the German 
Army transportation system” .
In addition, the factories o f Ethyl 
GMBH, a joint venture o f I. G. 
Farben, General Motors and Exxon
subsidiaries, provided the mechanised 
German armies with synthetic tetra­
ethyl fuel.
During 1935 — 1936, at the 
urgent request o f  Nazi officials, 
who realised that Germany’ s scarce 
petroleum reserves would not satisfy 
war demands, GM and Exxon joined 
with German chemical, interests in 
the erection o f  the Ethyl tetraethyl 
plants. According to captured Ger­
man records, these facilities con­
tributed substantially to the German 
war effort: “ The fact that since the 
beginning o f the war we could pro­
duce lead tetraethyl is entirely due 
to the circumstances that shortly 
before the Americans had presented 
us with the production plants com ­
plete with experimental knowledge” .
It was, o f  course, in the best 
interests o f GM and Ford to c o ­
operate in the Axis war effort. Al­
though GM, for example, was in 
complete management control o f  its 
Russelsheim war ’plane factory for 
nearly a full year after Germany’s 
declaration o f  war against the United 
States on December 11, 1941, its 
refusal to build war ’planes at a time 
o f negligible demand for automobiles 
would have brought about the eco­
nomic collapse o f  its Opel plant. 
Moreover, it might have resulted 
in confiscation o f  the facility by 
the , German government. : « :
In fact on November 25, 1942, 
the Reich did appoint an adminis­
trator for the Russelsheim plant who,
although not permitted to interfere 
with the authority o f  the GM ap­
pointed board o f  directors, was’ in­
structed to oversee operations. Ne­
vertheless, communications as well 
as material reportedly continued to 
flow for the duration o f the war 
between GM and Ford plants in 
Allied countries and those located 
in Axis territories.
After the cessation o f  hostilities, 
GM and Ford demanded reparations 
from the US government for war­
time damages sustained by their Axis 
facilities as a result o f  Allied bomb­
ing. By 1967, GM had collected 
more than $33 million in reparations 
and federal tax benefits for damages 
to its war ’plane and m otor vehicle 
properties in formerly Axis terri-" 
tories, including Germany, Austria, 
Poland, Latvia and China.
Likewise, Ford received a little 
less than $1 million, primarily as 
a result o f  damages sustained by 
its military truck complex at Cologne.
Since World War II, the rebuilt 
Russelsheim and Cologne plants have 
enabled GM and Ford respectively to 
capture more than two thirds o f 
the German m otor vehicle market.
Shortly after the press was made 
aware o f  the above charges levelled 
by Bradford Snell, the General Mo­
tors Corporation issued a curious 
denial o f the story. The GM spokes­
person stated that “ several other 
corporations”  also invested in pre- 
World War II Nazi Germany and 
that none o f  these companies had 
liquidated their assets because o f  
the war. In effect, GM stated that 
it was not the only offender and 
that Snell was merely exposing a 
normal business practice.
When the Ann Arbor Sun tele­
phoned the GM press room for 
further comment, GM made the 
following tersely worded statement: 
“ The allegation that GM assisted 
in Nazi Germany’ s war effort is 
false. A German board o f managers 
appointed by the Nazis assumed 
responsibility for daily operations 
o f Opel after September 3, 1939. 
Aftër thé US and Germany were 
at wat, the operation was under 
control o f  a German alien custodian” .
In the course o f  his presentation, 
Bradford Snell refutes this GM dis­
claimer in several places. He cites,
for instance, the fact that GM “ was 
in complete management control o f 
its Russelsheim war ’plane factory 
for nearly a full year after Ger­
many’s declaration o f war against 
the United States . . .”
Many people might feel outraged 
by the fact that GM acted to 
maximise its profits from World 
War II, regardless o f  which side 
won; bewildered at .the paradox o f 
GM, that ultimate Amerikan insti­
tution, aiding a war time enemy; 
Families o f  soldiers killed in that 
war might wonder at the irony o f 
the US’ largest corporation manu­
facturing the weapons used to kill 
their children, wives or husbands, 
mothers or fathers — and then 
collecting war reparations for the 
Allied bombing o f GM’s Axis fa­
cilities.
But all these paradoxes are easily 
sorted out by the cost accounting 
mind o f Amerika’s business leaders, 
like GM’s Chairperson o f the Board, 
Richard Gerstenberg. For as long as 
GM is assured o f  a friendly in­
vestment atmosphere, it can just 
as easily invest in fascist countries 
as in bourgeois democracies. The 
investment dollar crosses national 
boundaries as easily as the wind. 
The irony is that most people, and 
most Americans, defend capitalism.
Were it not a question o f  fascism 
and big business versus human pro­
gress, one might recall the absurdity 
o f  Milo Mindetbinder, o f Catch-22 
and his fantastil: speculation schemes 
to sell arms, information, food  and 
clothing to generals on both sides. 
As it turns out, Joseph Heller’s 
fictional imagination in Catch-22 
had real historical reference. As Milo 
(or GM’s German executives) would 
tell you, war is first o f all big 
business.
* * r .
* Snell's1 pamphlet, American 
Ground Transport, which contains 
the above qiiited material, is avail­
able withoum:ost from US Senator 
Philip A. zmiart, Senate Office 
Building Washington DC, USA. The 
pamphlet is copyrighted in 1974. 
Snell plans to publish an extended  
version in book form, to be published 
by Knopf.
D ivorced  w om en , w idow s, d eserted  w ives!
A  throw away pension scheme
by Kate Veitch f
There are more than 120,000 
women receiving a widows’ pension 
or a supporting mothers’ benefit 
in Australia. This enormous figure 
increases each year, and there is 
undoubtedly a large number o f  other 
women who are eligible but do not 
apply, either because o f  pride, sup­
port (or pressure) from within their 
own families, or plain old ignorance.
This 120,000 represents two per 
cent o f the women in this country. 
Cut out those too young and the 
adult women who have never had 
a child, and it means that at least 
ten per cent o f  women who have 
had children in Australia are at some 
stage pensioners, supporting their 
children alone.
They include divorced women, 
widows, deserted wives, and women 
whose husbands have been in a gaol 
or mental hospital for more than 
six months. This includes de facto 
wives. The supporting mothers’ bene­
fit adds to the list unmarried mothers 
and mothers supporting their children 
on their own “ for any other reason” .
Some o f  these women will marry 
or remarry, or set up some other 
relationship in which they are sup­
ported by a man. Some will slog 
on from pension cheque to pension 
cheque until their children reach 
the age o f  16 or leave school and 
they are left more alone than before. 
Quite a few will attempt suicide, 
and some will succeed; others will 
watch telly day after day with the 
blinds drawn, and succumb to tran- 
quilisers and despair. And some will 
find a job, arrange for the care o f 
their children, and become self sup­
porting.
Few governments in the world 
are well known for actively en­
couraging women to become inde­
pendent; certainly Australia has ne­
ver been an exception. However, 
in 1968 the Commonwealth govern­
ment set up a “ Training Scheme 
for Widow Pensioners” , which offers 
to pay for a woman receiving a 
pension or supporting mothers’ bene­
fit to attend just about any kind 
o f  course at a school, university, 
technical college, business or private 
college — and “ other types o f  train-
81 BOTJRKE STREET (OPP. FLORENTINO’S), MELBOURNE
Phone:
Books to Blow the Mind and Open the Heart
Cloudburst — A Handbook o f Rural Skills, $3.95. The Graphic 
Work o f Escher, $3.95. Time Zone j-  Satty, $5.95. Design Motifs 
o f  Ancient Mexico, $2.50. Kitsch: Anthology o f Bad Taste, $5.50. 
The Leather Craft Book, $3.95. Handmade Houses — Guide to 
the Wood Butchers’ Art, $12.95. Foxfire 2. $4.50. 5 Acres and 
Independence — Kains, $2.50. God Speaks — Meher Baba, $15.00. 
Discourses — Meher Baba (three volumes), $4.30. Be Here Now — 
Ram Das, $3.33. Lord o f  the Rings and The Hobbit — Tolkien 
(boxed), $5.00. Naked Lunch — Burroughs, $1.25. Sid Arthur — 
Hesse, $1.75. Post Office — Bukowski, $4.00. Neill, Neill, Orange 
Peel — A. S. Neill, $3.95. Macrobiotic Cooking — Abehsera, $1.25. 
Anatomy o f Human Destructiveness — Fromm, $10.95. Ringolevio — 
Grogan, $1.50.
Add 35 cents each for postage; send 40 cents for  our latest catalogue.
jn g  can be arranged” .
The Training Scheme will pay 
all fees involved, and all fares, and 
for textbooks and equipment to 
$120.00 annually. In addition to 
the pension it will pay thè woman 
another $8.00 a week i f  she’s doing 
a full time course, and $4.00 'a 
week if it’s part time. If the course 
involves living away from home it 
will pay another $10.00 allowance 
for this, $16.00 if she has children 
in her care.
Between 1968 and the end o f 
1973, only 7,000 women had made 
use o f the scheme. This is less than 
the number of, women who become 
pensioners each year. Some 5,000 
other women made enquiries but 
didn’t commence a course o f  any 
kind.
Why this remarkably low res­
ponse? The organisers o f  the scheme 
in the Department o f  Social Security 
are baffled. They send out letters 
and leaflets each year to all the 
eligible women; at one stage, they 
say, they included a notice about 
the scheme with every pension 
cheque. Most women apparently 
threw them away without reading 
them. One social worker in the 
Department says she mentions the 
scheme to every woman she sees 
who could use it. Most, she says, 
are just not interested..
Last year the Department o f the 
Media, through their Film Australia 
unit, made a film to publicise the 
Training Scheme called Woman 
Alone, written and directed by Bob 
Kingsbury. Since it was screened 
on day time television in December 
1973, enquiries have risen consider­
ably, but are still nowhere near 
what could be expected.
So why aren’ t women alone 
coming forward in droves to take 
advantage o f  something which will 
help give them back their indepen­
dence? Some o f  the answers are 
staring us all, including the organisers 
o f the scheme, right in the face. 
(What magazine has the largest cir­
culation in this country? The Aust- 
mlian Women's Weekly, by a country 
mile. With its message o f  Home and 
Family, Happy Wife and Mother, 
it is bigger than any magazine, news-
paper, periodical, or any other publi­
cation. The image it pushes is the 
great dream for Australian women — 
Happy Wife and Mother, a Home 
o f Your Own.
What -happens when the dream 
cracks? What else do you believe 
in, when it’s the only thing you ’ve 
thought o f  all your life? One o f 
the reasons why the circulation o f  
the Australian Women's Weekly is 
so huge is because it has a very 
low  pass on rate — the women 
who buy it are isolated even from 
each other. Each one buys her own 
copy, each one gets her own recipe 
for beef stroganoff, each one sits 
at home reading the sob column 
and watching the telly.
And what does a woman watching 
telly during the day see. Well, she 
can watch several programmes about 
being sick, such as General Hospital, 
or The Doctors, or an agony drama 
like Days o f Our Lives. There are 
any number o f game shows and 
there’s Spending Spree with Jjmmy 
Hannan. GTV9 shows” a half hour 
repeat o f the previous night’s A 
Current Affair, and at 1.00 pm, 
there is another half hour current 
affairs series — this one called No 
Man's Land and actually hosted by 
a woman. What is there in all this 
to stimulate thoughts o f indepen­
dence, to raise any possibility o f 
getting outside the home and be­
coming a provider, instead o f  another 
passive female consumer?
Before women in this situation 
start making use o f  something like 
the Widows’ Training Scheme, our 
society will have to demonstrate 
that it wants them to, that it wants 
women to make a new dream for 
themselves. At the moment it does 
not. Magazines and television will 
have to show the reality o f the 
situation, show women in their all 
too often desparate situation, and 
demonstrate ways in which they 
can fight their way out o f it. At 
the moment they do not.
There are other reasons why wo­
men aren’t flocking to join the 
scheme, and one is money. The
payment received through a widows’ 
pension or a supporting mothers’ 
benefit is the same. You start o ff  
with a basic rate o f $26.00 a week; 
then there is a “ mothers’ allowance”  
o f  $4.00, or $6.00 if her child 
is invalid or under 6. For each 
child there is an additional $5.00 
a week, and another allowance o f 
up to $4.00 may be made if the 
mother pays rent or board. A wo­
man with two young kids then* 
will receive a maximum pension o f 
$48.00 a week. (I wouldn’t  ̂like 
to have to try to house, feed?, and 
clothe myself and two kids on 
$48.00 a week). If the woman earns, 
outside her pension, $26.00 a week 
or more, the pension starts to go 
down.
And if a woman takes advantage 
o f the Widows’ Training Scheme 
to the extent o f  doing a full time 
course, she gets an extra $8.00 a 
week, so our projected mother o f 
two young kids is now getting 
$56.00. But out o f this she now 
has to pay for child care for her 
kids. Government creches and kin­
dergartens are, as we all know, few 
and far between, invariably crowded, 
and often do not enjoy a good 
standard o f  facilities. If she can 
place her children in a private all 
day creche it will cost her at least 
$12.00 a week for each child. So 
our mother in training now has 
$32.00 left to live on. Is it reason­
able to expect anyone to live on 
this?
There are alternatives to paying 
for child minders — apart from 
mother looking after her own kids. 
Successive governments make noises 
about providing more and better 
child care centres, but noises don’ t 
look after kids.
One solution is probably living 
in the same street as the women 
who need it most. Bob Kingsbury, 
director o f Women Alone, mentions 
a street in a Sydney suburb where 
there were 11 deserted wives living, 
cut o f f  from each other and the 
rest o f ’&F' world. Imagine those 
women getting together, working out 
a roster whereby they took It in 
turns to look after all the kids — 
one day each a fortnight. What if
they started pooling their resources 
and all took advantage o f the Wi­
dows’ Training Scheme; if one be­
came an infant welfare nurse, an­
other a primary school teafcher, an­
other a landscape gardener, another 
a silversmith . . . Imagine if women 
started cooperating with each other, 
instead o f reading the Women's 
Weekly and dreaming o f  how to 
get another man to look after them.
The people who organised this 
scheme and are running it are on 
the right side o f  the bureaucratic 
fence — they have never been on 
the other side, and don’t know 
what it’s like. They don’t know 
how much the women receiving their 
handouts dislike and distrust them 
for their condescending attitudes, 
whether real or imagined, and for 
their privileged position. If you 
know that the young unmarried man 
taking the details o f your “ case”  
is getting at least twice what you ’re 
struggling to support three kids on 
— wouldn’ t you resent him?
Almost any woman receiving a 
pension will tell you a story o f 
some unpleasant interview when a 
social welfare officer started asking 
questions that were none o f  their 
bloody business. But few will com ­
plain either higher up in the De­
partment or to the press, in fear 
that “ it’ll get back to them and 
they’ll cut down my pension” . Others 
live in nervous apprehension o f the 
‘Outdoor Investigations Branch’ , who 
might, in their snooping around, 
discover that the woman is living 
with a man — and cut o ff  her 
pension. This on the paternalistic 
assumption that if a man is living 
with a woman he is supporting her. 
It’s one o f the entrenched attitudes 
that must be changed immediately, 
both in the Social Welfare Depart­
ment and in society as a whole.
Then there are the o f f  putting 
bits o f  bureaucracy built into the 
Training Scheme. For example, to 
claim on fares spent going to and 
from places where the woman is 
doing her course, she must submit 
a little form each week, signed by 
some person at her place o f training 
who can guarantee that she was 
there every day.
One woman I spoke to described 
this checking up process as. “ being 
treated 'like a primary school kid”  
and resented it enormously. In their 
own publicity handouts, the scheme 
organisers say “ More often than not, 
once a woman begins training, she 
wants to complete it. When she 
completes it, she wants to use it” . 
If this is the case, why is it necessary 
to make them provide proof o f 
day to day attendance? As for the 
fares, the women could have a tram 
or bus concession ticket like other 
students.
The attitude o f  those running 
the scheme obviously must change 
a great deal before it has any chance 
o f being a success; so must the 
attitude o f women toward it, and 
most important, o f  society toward 
women in general.
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THE TROBRIAND ISLANDERS
i
Village life in Yalum gwa:
by Heinz Schutte
Kabisawali is the name the village orator gave to a local political 
movement in the village o f Yalumgwa in the Trobriand Islands. 
Yalumgwa is an inland village o f about 120 people on Kiriwina 
Island, the largest in the Trobriand group which is part o f  Papua, 
300 miles east o f Port Moresbv.
The word Kabisawali refers to an activity and to an attitude 
which recurs at a certain time every year. It is the time when the 
yamhouses are depleted and when planting has been completed. 
It is a time o f scarcity and imagination; the diet has to be com­
plemented by additional food not eaten at other times, such as 
roots from the bush. It is a time when people must hold together 
in order to survive until the new harvest comes in, bringing relief, 
abundance, feasts.
Pigs play an important role in 
Trobriand society. Village pigs, helas 
are small and dark. When, four or 
five years ago, Yalumgwa people de­
cided they wanted development, 
something they connect with white 
people and their world, it was natu­
ral that one thing they wanted was 
some large, white pigs from Aust­
ralia. They consulted on the matter 
with the Catholic missionary who 
collected the money for the deal 
and arranged for four pigs to be 
sent from Australia to Kiriwina. He 
instructed the villagers that the pigs 
were to be kept just as they would 
be in Australia, unlike village pigs 
which run freely and live mainly off 
scrap. So the people built a pig sty 
and cooked two special meals a day 
for the pigs.
Two o f the pigs died almost as 
they arrived, but the two others 
grew big and fat, parasitidally con­
suming in their elitist, bourgeois sec­
lusion. About two years after their 
arrival on Kiriwina, the fence round 
their sty started to rot away. The 
people were concerned, but prob­
ably also fed up with the fact that 
the delicate treatment they’d been 
giving the pigs for so long had not 
produced any noticeable results; 
they didn’ t know what the pigs 
might do if they suddenly found 
themselves freed from the fetters o f 
their idle existence.
One morning they did break out 
and mixed happily with the village 
pigs. Their special food  service was 
instantly terminated. The new
breed of village pig was bigger and 
paler, as can now be seen in most 
Kiriwina villages — better quality, 
like all bastards.
The owners o f the white pigs 
hired them out for breeding, and 
sold the piglets.
But the great jump forward into 
“ development” , into participation in 
what the village people imagined was 
the white people’s world o f ease and 
ready cargo, simply didn’ t happen.
*  *  *
Yalumgwa, home o f one o f  the 
six Trobriand chiefs, Nalubutau, has 
a long history o f  anticolonial senti­
ment. Yalumgwa people are very 
impressive and dignified; they deeply 
resent the intrusion o f colonists into 
their lives. Not only did they vio­
lently oppose head tax and DDT 
spraying, but also the penetration o f 
the church and o f formal education, 
both o f which they recognised as 
agents o f their sociocultural destruc­
tion.
John Kasaipwalova, who is inter­
viewed on this page, is the nephew 
o f the chief Nalubutau. Kasaipwa- 
lova’ s biological father, a school 
teacher, wanted to send his son to 
school, which Nalubutau resisted. 
The matter was eventually decided 
in court: young John started his 
schooling. Nalubutau decided that as 
they were not in a position to es­
cape schooling, they would get the 
best. Consequently Kasaipwalova is 
one o f a number o f highly educated 
young people from his village — pro-
bably the most intellectually out­
standing Niuginian o f his generation.
The pig venture was at a dead­
lock when John and Linda Kasai­
pwalova returned to Yalumgwa in 
September 1972 to work with their 
people. Both had undergone secon­
dary and tertiary schooling in Aust­
ralia and Port Moresby, an educa­
tion that alienated them from their
Both were leading political fi­
gures. John had proved himself a 
sensitive and brilliant writer, a poet, 
a revolutionary with the distinctive 
style o f  a Niuginian.
Kabisawali was fertile ground for 
the Kasaipwalovas. John, the inter­
preter o f the outside world the 
islanders would have to deal with, 
took over leadership in cooperation 
with the local people. He worked
o f taking over an institution in 
order to do away with it. Since its 
inception in 1966, the Council had 
been a passive central government 
body that had done little to im­
prove conditions on the island.
Head tax was also abolished.
Now Kabisawali seems to be sup­
ported in all but a few coastal vil­
lages, which maintain particular in-
John Kasaipwalova carries out an 
educational programme, moving 
from village to village with an old 
piece o f blackboard, discussing the 
development plan, lecturing on “ The 
class structure in a colonial society” , 
and talking about economic prob­
lems.
His most prominent point, the 
very basis o f  his ideas for the future
SiNiKRl
Yalumgwa village, after heavy rain.
roots, but through which at the 
same time they gained a clear con­
sciousness o f their culture, and an 
understanding o f the “ development 
o f underdevelopment”  argument, 
that led them home and in direc­
tions their educators had never in­
tended them to take.
out the first general and detailed de­
velopment plan to give Trobrianders 
full communal control over their 
economy and society, rejecting any 
outside participation. He was elected 
President o f  the Kiriwina Local Go­
vernment Council which he subse­
quently abolished — a fine example
terests and ideas linking them with 
the colonial past and with public 
servants and politicians in Port 
Moresby. John Kasaipwalova calls 
them the “ comprador class”  — the 
safeguarded o f  internal colonialism. 
In each village a governor has been 
elected.
o f  the Trobriands, both theoreti­
cally and practically, is that in order 
to start any development, everybody 
must grow their own food and be 
independent from imported goods 
like rice and tinned fish. This in it­
self is quite a unique platform, as a 
consciously followed policy, cer-
Bomb fanciers of the world unite; world loses
tainly never heard o f before in Niu- 
gini, where traditional colonially in­
spired “ development”  means that 
subsistence farming should be for­
gotten in favour o f  the production 
o f cash crops. This has led every­
where to complete dependence on 
monetary income and outside mar­
ket forces which, in turn, has often 
caused deprivation and hunger. In 
the past, villagers on the Trobriands 
frequently neglected their gardens, 
finding it more convenient to make 
and sell a few carvings every now 
and then to buy food  from the 
Australian traders. Now the gardens 
are well kept and food is produced 
in abundance. Any monetary in­
come can thus be channelled into 
(more creative projects.
When John Kasaipwalova became 
Council President, reactionary forces 
both on the Trobriands and in Port 
Moresby were extremely alarmed 
and persuaded the Somare govern­
ment to intervene. Following a 
Cabinet decision, riot police were 
flown into Kiriwina. A frightening, 
destructive and futile witchhunt was 
pursued for some weeks; villagers 
were afraid o f central government 
retaliation to this attempt at self- 
reliance. Yet this time it was not a 
colonial government that had struck 
out but its Niuginian successor.
On the other hand, this attack 
from outside integrated the people 
and encouraged them to persevere. 
They fought the intruders ir* 
guerilla type actions — for ex­
ample, the village women one night 
burnt a truck.
The central government even­
tually withdrew its forces; Chief 
Minister Michael Somare accepted 
the Kabisawali path, latent sym­
pathy has evolved into limited sup­
port.
Late one night a few months ago 
after John Kasaipwalova had talked 
to a group o f  villagers, one man 
pointed out that the roads were de­
teriorating, that they were over­
grown and full o f  holes, whereas 
under the white man they had been 
good. John Kasaipwalova replied:
“ I cannot make legislation and 
force people to do anything. Now 
the gardens are well kept. Under 
the white man you did things out o f 
fear; now we do it voluntarily. If 
the roads need to be made, do it.
We will do it after we have made 
the gardens. But only do it if the 
roads are o f use to you” .
A 1954 hydrogen bomb blast 
o ff  the Bikini Atoll in the South 
Pacific is still reverberating on near­
by islands. In early June, two more 
Rongelap Islanders were operated 
on in the United States for thyroid 
abnormalities, caused by exposure 
to the bomb’s radiation. Those 
people became the 24th and 25th 
islanders who’ve undergone treat­
ment since the test blast was fired 
20 years ago.
At that time, there were 89 people 
living on the island. Of the 17 
who were under ten years old at 
the time, 15 have developed thyroid 
abnormalities. Of the entire popu­
lation, about 28% have had thyroid 
problems since the blast, compared 
to only about three per cent o f 
the US population. Two people have 
died.
The United States has maintained 
a medical follow up o f  the islanders 
arid provided treatment for all radia­
tion related illnesses. In 1962 — 
eight years after the blast — the 
US gave the islands $950,000 in 
compensation for the exposure to 
radiation. But, according to the 
Friends o f Micronesia organisation 
in Berkeley, that money is long 
gone and the Rongelap Islanders 
are again in need o f  financial assis­
tance. Much o f  the island had to 
be deserted after the blast, and 
other neighbouring islands are only 
now being repopulated. But even 
now — 20 years later — it is still 
dangerous to eat certain kinds of 
shellfish that once formed a sig­
nificant part o f  the native diet.
* * *
Meanwhile in the USSR, the 
world’s largest breeder reactor nuc­
lear power plant suffered a major 
accident involving a large fire re­
cently, according to US satellite 
photographs. The Friends o f  the 
Earth conservation group reports 
that the photos show a large fire 
at the Soviet Union’s BN-350 plant 
at Shevchenko on the Caspian Sea. 
The fire was presumably the result 
o f a serious accident in the reactor’s
cooling system. There has been little 
or no information regarding the ex­
tent o f  damage to the facility, or 
o f possible radioactive leaks.
The photos suggest that the fire 
may have been caused by an acci­
dental contact o f  liquid sodium and 
water in the cooling system. A simple 
pipe break or valve malfunction 
could have caused the contact. Ex­
perts here say the photographic 
evidence does suggest that radio­
active isotopes were released during 
the accident. Soviet officials have 
denied that there was any leakage.
And a major leak o f  nuclear 
waste materials has been reported 
ffom  the Hanford, Washington nuc­
lear plant, operated by Atlantic 
Richfield.
An ARCO spokesperson con­
firmed that at least 2,000 gallons 
o f radioactive liquid nuclear waste 
material has leaked from an under 
ground storage tank at the ARCO 
facility near the Columbia River.
The leak occurred on May 4 
but wasn’t, reported until May* 16. 
It was discovered when a monitoring 
recorder on one o f the underground 
storage tanks indicated an unusually 
low level o f radioactivity, signalling1 
that a leak had occurred.
ARCO communications director 
H. B Lindburg said that the storage 
tanks hold between 55,000 and one 
million gallons o f  waste material, 
and that the leakage will continue 
until a solidification programme can 
be completed sometime early in 
1976. So far, said Lindburg. 64 
million gallons o f liquid waste have 
been solidified but 35 million gallons 
remain in the liquid state.
Lindburg also noted that since 
1958, an estimated 530,000 gallons 
o f  nuclear waste has spilled at the 
Hanford site — mostly from under­
ground storage tanks — and will 
remain radioactive for thousands of 
years. The Atomic Energy Com­
mission says that — so far — none 
o f the waste material has reached 
ground level or worked its way into 
the Columbia River.
But the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration is turning its 
mind to getting rid o f the USA’s 
mounting piles o f nuclear garbage — 
the waste products o f  nuclear power 
that remain radioactive for thousands 
o f years. And NASA is still clinging 
to the idea that it can simply be 
launched into the great garbage dump 
in the sky — that is, sent into space 
orbit.
A recent report from NASA 
suggests that “ space disposal”  o f 
nuclear wastes is “ feasible from the 
viewpoint o f  both economy and 
safety” . It states that the trans­
portation costs, for example, “ would 
represent less than five per cent 
increase in the consumer bill for 
electric power generated by nuclear 
power plants” .
New Scientist magazine — a 
British publication — points out that 
if the US proceeds with the growth 
o f nuclear power now envisioned, 
then by 1990 it would require more 
than one launch a day to dispose 
o f all nuclear waste products. The 
NASA report states that if only 
the worst and long lived wastes 
were so disposed, that by the year 
2010 “ required launch rates (would) 
vary irom less than ten to 350 
per year” .
The three possible sites for the 
nuclear garbage dump now under 
study include an earth orbit, a solar 
orbit, or a bull’s eye into the sun.
As for what might happen if 
a launch failed and crashed into 
the earth, the report states that 
“ much additional development and 
testing are required to confirm the 
design concept” .
Not deterred, such distinguished 
humanitarians and environmentalists 
as Richard Nixon and the US Atomic 
Energy Commission are pressing for 
more nuclear plants and aren’t letting 
any green fingered bleeding hearts 
stand in their way . . .
Under intense pressure from the 
administration and other pro-nuclear 
power forces, the Environmental 
Protection Agency has agreed to 
abandon an investigation o f the 
controversial breeder reactor.
The Agency has already invited 
bids from private contractors to 
perform research on the costs and 
benefits o f the breeder reactor nuc­
lear power system. President Nixon 
and the Atomic Energy Commission 
have been outspoken supporters o f 
the system, while most environ­
mentalists — including the EPA — 
have opposed the system.
Pressure against the EPA research 
came from multiple sources including 
Representative Chet Holifield o f New 
York, the AEC and the Office o f 
Management and Budget, which rou­
tinely voices the administration’s 
views.
Sources inside the EPA told the 
New York Times that the real reason 
for the administration intervention 
was to seal o ff the controversial 
programme from all federal agency 
criticism. It has been feared, even 
by sources inside the Budget Office, 
that the breeder reactor will cost 
far more than present estimates.
* * *
. . . After all, they say there 
are peaceful uses, and atomic scien­
tists at the US Army laboratories 
in Natick, Massachusetts report that 
irradiated food  will -soon be on the 
shelves o f America’s supermakrets.
Irradiated food  is not food con­
taminated by radioactivity, rather 
it’s food  that’s been treated with 
atomic radiation for preservation 
purposes. It’s the ultimate alternative 
to freezing or freeze drying, so they 
say, and irradiated food  will stay 
in a “ fresh”  condition, unrefrigerated 
for weeks, months and even years 
at a time.
The irradiation experiments began 
in the early 1950s, and scientists 
now say that the process is near 
perfection and could be commer­
cially in use by 1978.
The irradiation process stops all 
growth within a product. Conse­
quently, vegetables don’t sprout, 
fruits don’t spoil, and meats stay 
just as fresh as when they were 
cut.
That means that vast quantities
o f foodstuffs, which are now lost 
every year because o f spoilage and 
decay (not to mention dumping due 
to “ over production” , corruption, 
and payment by some countries for 
farmers not to produce food), will 
be preserved in pristine condition 
for long periods o f  time. The develop­
ment is especially important for 
Third World countries, so they claim, 
where refrigeration is unavailable.
* * *
Even conservative opinion has its 
reasons for not wanting nuclear 
plants to mushroom all over the 
world. US Senator Tunney told 
graduating students in Massachusetts 
that they could be used to threaten 
the US.
Senator Tunney, a cosponsor o f 
a Senate resolution for a test ban 
treaty, has visions o f ‘affluent nations 
like the US’ being blackmailed by 
an ‘economically deprived nation’ 
with nuclear devices smuggled into 
America.
“ Eventually some poor nation, 
possessing nuclear technology, could 
perceive that it was in its own 
nationalistic interest to demand food, 
capital and other forms o f tribute 
from rich nations as the price of 
avoiding a holocaust,”  he said.
“ With the number o f foreign 
ships moving in and out o f American 
ports- who is to say that a nuclear 
weapon could not be delivered in 
sufficient proximity to one o f our 
major population centres so as to 
lend a note o f urgency to such a 
threat.”
Tunney also promised, later last 
month to oppose President Nixon’s 
plan to deliver nuclear technology 
to Egypt. Tunney appeared with 
a panel o f scientists at a session 
o f the Senate Science and Tech­
nology subcommittee in San Fran­
cisco, where he termed the Presi­
dent’s promise “ the quintessence o f 
idiocy” .
Tunney — armed with the backing 
o f prestigious scientists — warned 
that safeguards will not be effective 
in deterring Egypt from developing 
a nuclear bomb from the fuel pro­
duced by a nuclear power plant. 
According to noted biologist Paul 
Ehrlich o f Stanford University, “ The 
Egyptians have power capacity they 
cannot use from *the Aswan Dam, 
They have no need for a nuclear 
reactor — but it can make a very 
nifty bom b” .
Tunney charged that “ any first 
class physicist can produce a nuclear 
bomb in three or four months” . 
To that assertion, Ehrlich answered, 
“ Any second rate graduate student 
can do it” .
* * *
The double header nuclear tests 
o f  France and China in the middle 
o f June brought to nearly 1,000 
the number o f nuclear explosions 
known to have been detonated since 
1945. According to the Stockholm 
International Peace Research Insti­
tute — known as SIPRI — by the 
end o f 1973 the US had been re­
sponsible for 565 explosions, Russia 
200, 51 by France, 25 by the United 
Kingdom, and 15 by China. And 
this year o f course, India joined 
the club with its first nuclear test.
Contrary to popular belief, most 
o f these tests were not conducted 
for so called “ peaceful purposes” . 
SIPRI reports that well over half 
of the nuclear explosions were for 
purposes o f weapons development.
But . . . the rush towards more 
and more dependence on nuclear 
power plants received a setback this 
week fro m ' an unlikely source — 
the Atomic Energy Commission. AEC 
General Manager John Erlewine told 
the Joint Committee on Atomic 
Energy that as o f June 30, the 
government will be unable to accept 
any more contracts to supply nuclear 
fuel.
The AEC is presently the only 
source in the country for enriched 
uranium — the fuel o f nuclear power 
plants. The government agency 
operates three enrichment plants 
which supply virtually all nuclear 
power plants in the US, as well 
as many abroad. But the AEC 
manager said this week that the 
agency has already made committ­
ments for all the fuel it is capable 
o f supplying until 1980.
The shortage is not expected to 
hamper operations at already existing 
plants, since they have long term 
supply contracts with the agency. 
Its effect will come mostly to new 
plants now in the planning stage 
which have not signed such contracts.
Another possible victim o f the 
shortage could be President Nixon’s 
committment o f nuclear technology 
and fuel to Egypt and Israel. Re­
presentative Chet Holifield o f  Cali­
fornia warned that the shortage 
may jeopardise the President’s com ­
mittment as well as cause shutdowns 
at home.
* * *
Five days later, the Shah o f Iran 
said that his country will be one 
o f the next to develop nuclear wea­
pons.
In an interview with the French 
magazine Les Informations, Shah 
Muhammed Reza Phlevi said Iran 
would have nuclear arms “ without 
any doubt, and sooner than one 
would think” .
Iran has been engaged in nuclear 
research since 1958, and it has had 
assistance from the US Atomic 
Energy Commission since early this 
year, according to the Christian 
Science Monitor.
The Shah’s comments — made 
during a visit to the French National 
Nuclear Research Centre — are being 
interpreted as a contradiction o f 
Iran’s signature o f  the Nuclear Non­
proliferation Treaty in 1970. How­
ever, the country has never followed 
through by making a safeguards 
agreement with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna 
which provides for inspection to 
determine that nuclear plants are 
not being used for military purposes.
Iraq — Iran’s most hostile neigh­
bour — has signed both the Non­
proliferation Treaty and okayed a 
safeguards agreement. But, Israel has 
refused to sign the nonproliferation, 
statement, and Egypt is refusing to 
ratify it until Israel signs.
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E OUR LAND IS NOT FOR SALE
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An interview with 
JO H N  K A S A IP W A L O V A  
in Yalumgwa 
By Andra Jackson
To what extent does the Kabisa- 
wali movement draw on traditional 
customs and values and to what 
extent does it mean a breaking 
with the past through the introduc­
tion o f  new ideas?
We start o ff  with the fact that 
we have a certain traditional set 
o f values and customs. However, 
in the process of building up the 
infrastructures capable o f dealing 
with the outside world and with 
our concept o f  development; such 
values are not like stones, rather 
it is a matter o f adapting them 
to suit. Because we are set in a 
traditional society the concrete 
reality is something that grows 
every day rather than something 
that is definitive. For instance why 
do we work the garden here and 
at the sp ie  time talk about cor­
porations and banking and the prob­
lems o f  the Third World and what 
the outside world does to us?
Could you describe the effect that 
missionaries have had on the Trob- 
riand Islands?
Both good and bad. Bad in the 
sense that they assisted in the 
changing o f traditional values — 
but they also brought education. 
Unfortunately that education alone, 
with its set values, directed many 
o f  the people who got the education 
towards the towns, the economic 
infrastructures and the needs that 
were already set up for the outside 
world. This worked to the depletion 
not only population-wise but morally 
and culturally, o f  the village com­
munities.
There was a breakdown because 
people expected things to come 
from outside without realising that 
things cannot come from outside or 
from heaven. What they have or 
haven’t done represents a concrete 
existential reality from which if you 
are creative you must start. What 
we are saying is that the outside 
world influences us and we must 
deal with that, otherwise the out­
side eWorld deals with us to our 
detriment.
Why did you consider the local 
Council irrelevant?
Councils are things that are bor­
rowed from municipal areas in urban 
situations where you may easily'
subdivide people into wards be­
cause each family lives quite in­
dependently o f each, other and you 
may treat them as units per se. 
In the Trobriand Islands, people 
are not divided that way. Their 
loyalties are greatly influenced by 
the chiefs’ system and their relation­
ships by way o f cjan, and it is 
this that determines the political 
power here. The Council failed 
right from the start because it was 
a foreign concept and consequently 
those wno got elected spent most 
o f their time trying to understand 
the Council and its rules. One par­
ticular failure was that political 
representation without economic 
power is a castrated body right 
from the start: it is just playing 
games with the central government.
How far have you got with an 
alternative to the Council?
We have resolved to abolish the 
Council and transfer its funds. Each 
village has been made responsible 
for its own government and a vil­
lage governor has evolved out o f con­
sensus. In the last few months we 
have started also electing peoples’ 
representatives on the basis o f  a 
‘boda’ or community o f five vil­
lages. After this we move in to 
take over the Council chambers 
whether the central government 
approves or not.
Where does this place the central 
government?
It must work with the people 
rather than trying to reimpose the 
infrastructures that it has taken 
over. It must allow for movements, 
for creative ideas to come up from 
below. Otherwise grass roots move­
ments like us have no option but 
to throw our weight behind or join 
the Besena (Freedom) Movement 
which is becoming a viable working 
alternative to the central govern­
ment.
Could you explain why the expert-, 
ment with the trade stores failed?
We realised that while we were 
aiming for development, in effect 
our capital resources and efforts were 
being drained out to build up Steam­
ships Trading Co. Even though we 
consumed the goods we had to pay 
out $43,000 in five months that 
is needed here for development.
John, Linda and Kelai Kasaipwalova at home.
W hy should we sacrifice coconut trees we need, 
for Fokker Friendships to arrive and 
serve administrators, traders, and tourists
Certainly the interference o f the 
central government in sending in the 
riot squad even instilled a sense 
o f intimidation and virtually broke 
down morale at that time o f trying 
to build up. And there was the 
attitude o f  Steamships when we de­
cided not to play their game: we 
wanted better treatment from them 
and this was the first time that 
a black organisation was saying ‘ give 
us a fair go’ . They were used to 
just dictating the terms.
It does challenge the traditional 
economic control and I doubt if 
we can work easily with foreign 
firms like that.
Has the Kabisawaliproject floundered 
then?
We have given ourselves two years 
in which to raise the capital and 
to train expertise within ourselves. 
It is complex because development 
is not just simply a case o f putting
a number o f dollars here and putting 
up that. You are dealing with people 
and because you are dealing with 
people it is like fluid: you ’re dealing 
in an ocean, not with a static thing 
that you can simply move about. 
That is what we are concerned with: 
development o f people rather than 
just the building up o f  finance or 
building up the means to acquire 
money.
Is that why villagers have refused 
to cut down coconut trees by the 
airstrip to allow Focker Friend­
ships to fly in and why the Ameri­
cans have pulled o u tKo f  the m ooted  
proposal to build a multistorey ho­
tel complex?
Why should they sacrifice their 
coconut trees which they need them­
selves for Focker Friendships to 
arrive and then serve the adminis­
tration, serve the traders and serve 
the tourists? If such matters can
work to our advantage we are willing 
to make sacrifices but if we can 
see immediately that it is not going 
to serve us, then what is the point 
o f selling ourselves? We want to 
do things ourselves and to say we 
should have partners is to hide the 
reality. If developers come in, they 
have political backing and capital 
and we have no chance o f com ­
peting or taking over. The Ameri­
can hotel won’t be starting because 
we pointed out that if any investors 
are to be allowed into the Trob­
riand Islands, any land dealings must 
be done on a lease basis; the land 
is not going to be for sale.
How do you consider the charge 
that your appointment to the Copra 
Marketing Board was a 'sellout'?
I accepted out o f the needs o f 
our people here. I’m trying to find 
out where all the money that the 
Board makes goes. It is the vil­
lage people who labour in the plan­
tations to earn the money and 'I’ll 
try to get some o f the funds spent 
in the villages rather than in the 
urban areas. At the moment in setting 
up our corporation one o f our needs 
is to find out how the foreign 
infrastructures operate in order to 
be able to deal with them effec­
tively, and I take this opportunity 
as a learning process for me.
What do you  see as the main ob­
stacles facing the realisations o f  your 
aspirations?
Which way the central govern­
ment goes. Culturally, socially, and 
politically, we are at an advantage 
because we nave me people; but 
there is still a tremendous need for 
capital because we are still a very 
undercapitalised area. We are placed 
with two alternatives: (1) to bow 
to foreign capital, or (2) for us 
to do the work but with the finan­
cial assistance o f the central govern­
ment. It is an ommission by the-cen­
tral government that will determine 
our major obstacle. At the same time 
we are dealing-with foreign capitalist 
infrastructures: we order goods that 
take four months to arrive: thev 
invoice us straight away and charge 
us interest on gaods that we haven’t 
yet received arid when we don't 
pay up they clestroy our credit. 
On a grand scalejwhat better example 
than to quotej Ailende in Chile? 
“ You have a political leader who 
wants to do ¡something, but the 
real power, unless you can deal with 
the infrastructures, can kill the as­
pirations.”
Do you think that PNG can learn 
any lessons from what happened 
in Chile?
One immediate lesson that comes 
to mind is that we must not only 
have a political ideology, we must 
have empirical responsibility at the 
same time. By empirical responsi­
bility, l mean, that we must dirty 
our hands. It Is no good obtaining 
power out o f just politicising people. 
It is more important to realise that 
we are an underdeveloped nation 
but that our underdevelopment is 
not our fault b u t caused by our 
dealings with l ie outside world 
which drains o il . capital. We must 
deal with that ¿n d  take control. 
It is not enouj  ̂just by legislative 
means to achie? I* the political: you 
must go beyond that and be pre­
pared to set up ; alternative indus­
tries. You can’t direct your politics, 
your values toY-rds your needs if 
you have not g^* the economic con­
trols.
Do you think h- at a country like 
PNG can ach&'-oe and maintain 
economic independence given ad­
verse terms o f  trade and the existing 
international trade and financial 
arrangements?
No, not alone. This is where 
the South Pacific countries will have 
to realise that we are in a common 
boat. Otherwise what is Papua New 
Guinea, compared to industrialised 
countries with all their power and 
their alternative sources o f  raw ma­
terials? The decision o f a pen can 
cast the fate o f a couple o f million 
people here to misery.
John K. talking to fellow villagers about the Kabisawali movement, and class structure. The one and only Kabisawali truck, bought from funds earned by various villages. John K. is the truck's driver, gets $7 a week for it.
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Continued from page 1 — Hall Greenland reports 
on the trial o f  the prisoners accused o f  burning 
down their jail last year. This is the first o f  
a series o f  articles on these trials. No 
other newspaper is covering them. THE BATHURST 46
This was followed up with 
a hail o f  chairs, thrown in the guards’ 
direction. But the lights came on, the 
molotov cocktail fizzled, the prison­
ers were marched out and locked in 
the exercise yards.
Then warden Milton made the 
move which was to ignite — though 
not literally — thé situation. He 
summoned Billy Kennedy out o f one 
o f the yards and took him into C 
Wing. Prisoners claim warders 
O ’Donnell and Mason went with him; 
warder Macauley agreed in court that 
O’Donnell was hanging about C 
Wing. Apparently Milton believed the 
chair that had hit him in the darkness 
o f the chapel was thrown by 
Kennedy. Kennedy is 19 and in the 
parlance o f  the jail “ a b oy ” ; both his 
father and uncle have served time 
and his brother and a couple o f  
cousins are in Long Bay with him 
now. Kennedy was picked up when 
he was 17 with a loaded sawn-off 
shotgun in his car; asked why he had 
it, he replied — according to a 
defence lawyer — “ for protection.”
Until Milton grabbed Kennedy 
things were quiet. With that move, 
things changed. On Tuesday, June 
25, defence lawyer Miles cross- 
examined warder Macauley about 
what Milton did and asked: “ During 
that time then the prisoners started 
to become restless?”
Macauley: “ Yes” .
Restless prisoner Chris Welland 
told the police: “ We was in the yards 
for about five minutes and then 
someone told me that they took this 
Bill Kennedy up to his cell and 
started flogging him. I heard screams 
and shouts myself. Next minute I 
looked over to the mens’ yard and I 
seen one o f  the prisoners there 
started to pull the Vire and then . . .  
they started jumping over. Then all 
the boys seen this aftd started pulling 
the wire o ff  and sorikeone come over 
and smashed the ldck o ff  7 Yard 
which we were all in at the time. 
Then a prisoner told jus they were up 
in a cell with Billy Kennedy flogging 
him and they said ‘let’s go and break 
him out o f  the cell’ . So about five or 
six blokes went over there with bars 
and broke him out.”
Faced with this breakout to 
rescue Kennedy, the warders evacuat­
ed the inside o f  the jail and took to 
the walls with their guns. Macauley 
claimed that the j breakout was 
preceded by .., the throwing o f  a 
second, molotov j  cocktail, and j he 
didn’t want- * jtd.» stitch ¡«rounds as »  
target fôr that Mnd/ofsitMiag. ¡Chris; 
Welland claims: ‘When the men 
started coming o i l  o f  the yard I 
heard warder R oberson  call out, ‘let 
them take the gaoLli ’̂m not going to 
risk my life in atii^aig a bunch o f 
criminals’ .”  There |J a certain logic 
in Robertson’s att—pie: There were 
only 35 warders c“ *luty to control 
over 270 prisoners *
Even at this s /W  the situation 
was controllable b V the authorities if 
the warders hadn’t/ been panic striken 
— or worse. Chri;, Holland takes up 
the story after 1 ennedy’s release: 
“ We was just sittir down talking for 
a while and then \ A heard an officer 
start firing shot'Tsil don’t know his 
name, I know his ’̂ k n a m e, they pall 
him the ‘Angry' Ant’ . He was 
shooting from the tower just above 
the paint shop. Then the prisoners 
just said ‘if you want to shoot to 
cause trouble we’ll give them 
trouble’.”  Peter Dickenson agrees 
that the plan at this stage was to hold 
the centre o f the prison and 
negotiate with some o f the tops from 
Sydney.
TH EY BURN THE JA IL
Fired upon, the prisoners decided 
to fire the jail.
After the jail was well alight 
groups o f  prisoners started to 
surrender. That wasn’t always easy, 
as Chris Welland recounted:
“ Then they come back to B Wing 
and Wally I think it was, said let’s 
give ourselves up. Who’s going to be 
in it? And all the prisoners stood 
there having a meeting and we 
decided to give ourselves up so Wally 
got a bit o f  white sheet, tied it onto a 
broom and stuck it out o f  the door 
o f  B Wing. They said ‘All right come 
out’ , and he said stop the shooting, 
and they said yes, so he went out, 
started to walk out the wing and the 
governor ordered the officers to fire 
again and they shot Wally three times 
and he said well fuck this we’ll go 
back in the Wing. So we went back in 
the Wing. We were sitting there for 
about half an hour I think then an 
officer, Mr Mutton, come over and 
he said that you ’ve wrecked the jail, 
give yourselves up, and there will be 
no flogging and no charges. The next 
minute we looked out the door and 
there was the governor, and he asked 
Mr Mutton what he was doing there 
and he said that he was only having a 
talk with the prisoners, and he said, 
‘What do you mean only having a 
talk with the fuckin’ prisoners, 
they’ve wrecked the jail. It’s no good 
talking to animals.’ Mr Mutton told 
him to shut up because he only 
wanted to find out what it was all
about. Then he stood there for about 
two minutes and he said ‘ I’ll be back 
in a minute I only want to go over 
and see what’s happening at the gate 
with the officers’ . So he went over to 
the gate and the governor shouted 
out to start shooting. So they opened 
up fire again, the prisoners went back 
into B Wing and sat down there for 
about 10 to 15 minutes talking, then 
we put out the white flag again and 
they just kept on, continued shooting 
and they got Wally in the side. Then 
he shouted out to them, ‘you must 
be low-down fuckin’ dogs to shoot 
on the white flag’ he said ‘we done 
what we wanted to do now we want 
to surrender, just hold your fire’ . 
Then an officer from over near the 
gate just said ‘get inside you fuckin’ 
mug, or else we’ll kill you ’ . So he 
come back inside and said there was 
no use trying to  reason with the 
officers, it’s no use, they wont 
listen.”
Eventually allowed to surrender 
with their hands up, they were 
herded into the special yards at the 
back o f the jail. Again Welland: 
“ After they finished we just all sat 
down and started smoking and a 
prisoner shouted out, ‘what about 
our tea?’ An officer up on the tower 
shouted out, ‘you can’t have no tea 
you animals because you burnt the 
kitchen down’ The prisoner said ‘yer, 
righto, fair enough’ and joined us 
having a smoke.”
Sensing they were for it, the 
prisoners broke holes in the walls o f 
the special yards and got together in 
one yard. They stayed there for
hours trading macho-sexual insults 
with the warders. A sample from 
Welland’s account: “ The officers 
started abusing us calling us dogs, 
animals, mother-fuckers and we just 
started shouting out you ’re no good 
yourselves you dogs, at least our 
wives aren’t getting fucked while we 
are here.”
By midnight the riot squad were 
stationed on the walls with tear gas. 
Canisters were then fired into the 
special yard the prisoners occupied.
Welland: “ Then Wally said, ‘wet 
the floor it might help with the gas’ . 
He said, ‘take your shirts o f f  and put 
them around your mouth and nose’ , 
so we took our shirts o f f  Snd tied 
them around our faces. They started 
firing the tear gas then. I said, ‘see I 
told you it was no bluff’ . After they 
fired about five or six, a prisoner 
said, ‘open the gates and let us out 
because a couple o f  us are nearly 
choking’ . So they opened the gates 
and we started to abandon the yard. 
Mr Robertson was standing on the 
corner with a baton in his hand and 
said, come and fight us now you 
dogs. Then we continued running. 
There was a gauntlet o f officers with 
batons and shields and made us run 
through them. The gauntlet went all 
the way up to the back o f  the vans 
and they knocked this prisoner down 
in front o f  me, knocked him out, I 
don’t know who it was it was too 
dark, and I then bent over him 
because Mr O’Donnell and some 
others got into me with their batons. 
Continued running through the 
gauntlet to the van and when I got in 
the van there was about three or four 
more prisoners in there and two 
officers come in with batons, dragged 
me out o f  the van, I don ’t know their 
names, and said to me, ‘haven’t you 
had enough! I didn’t answer them 
and they knocked me to the ground 
with their batons and started kicking 
and punching me with a lot o f  other 
officers.”
By his own account Welland got a 
couple more beatings that night. 
Judging from the other prisoners’ 
accounts that was standard issue.
BRUISES,BROKEN BONES
Warders have admitted the 
gauntlet was set up — but only for 
the purpose o f  guaranteeing that no 
prisoner could escape. They also 
freely admit the occasional batoning 
— administered only to those 
prisoners you must understand,* 
attempting to break through the 
warders’ lines and escape.
Called upon to explain the large
number o f  bruised and broken-boned 
prisoners, the warders say that’s the 
result o f  prisoners settling old scores 
when the retraining hand o f the 
warders was removed. In fact, some 
o f the prisoners have admitted 
arming themselves for protection 
against their enemies among the 
other convicts. But all prisoners say 
it was unnecessary as the solidarity 
and fellow-feeling was strong that 
afternoon. Though some claim they 
were in the burning o f  the jail 
because they feared getting “ in the 
dirtv”  with their mates.
What is as yet unclear is whether 
there was a conspiracy behind the 
events — on either the prisoners’ or 
warders’ side. And if there was a 
conspiracy on either side or both, 
how many were involved and what 
were its objectives and aims?
So far police have only accused 
prisoners o f destruction. But they 
claim three o f  this first batch o f  11: 
Terry Haley, Peter Dickenson and 
Allan Waterhouse were in on the 
planning o f the uprising. Yet they 
have brought no conspiracy charges 
against them. Haley, they claim, was 
party to a plan to go over the walls 
using ladders seized during the 
uprising.
Warder Dempsey, second in 
charge at Bathurst, confessed that he 
feared the paint shop would be fired 
that afternoon and the resultant 
explosion would blow a huge hole 
(and exit) in the walls. Under 
d e fe n ce  cross-examination he 
admitted that there was only a 
desultory attempt to light up the
paint shop. Yes, he agreed, any 
decent plan for a mass breakout 
would have involved a little more 
attention being paid to the paint 
shop.
On Wednesday, July 3, warder 
Morgan volunteered that a week 
before the fire a prisoner told him 
there would be an attempt to burn 
down the jail. And this same prisoner 
told him the Friday before, that the 
attempt would be made that 
weekend.
In response he removed a tank 
holding 500 gallons o f  diesel oil from 
inside the jail. He also reported the 
tip to a higher officer, who carried 
out a routine search o f  the jail. The 
magistrate ruled “ irrelevant”  the 
defence question as to whom he 
reported the tip. The previous Friday 
you see, second in charge Dempsey 
said, there were always rumors o f 
trouble being reported to him and he 
did not give them much credence.
Which gives rise to the question, 
did any o f  the warders act as 
agent-provocateurs, making life 
intolerable for the prisoners, allowing 
them the material for a riot, and then 
welcoming the opportunity to shoot 
at them?
To date the main evidence against 
the prisoners has been their own 
statements to the police — called 
“ records o f  interview”  in legal 
parlance. These have been read to the 
court and admitted as evidence.
During the last week o f  February 
and the first weeks o f March, the 
police interviewed 225 prisoners 
about the uprising. The questions 
and answers were recorded by the 
police. After considering these 
interviews, and other evidence, the 
police charged 46 prisoners a month 
later. Eleven o f  those 46 are now 
before the court.
Their records o f interview with 
the police incriminate themselves — 
they are extraordinarily frank. About 
themselves, that is, for all the 
prisoners were reluctant to “ shelve”  
any o f their mates. When asked 
about other prisoners’ involvement, 
the standard answers were: “ forget” , 
“ don’t know” , “ didn’t see”  or “ I’d 
rather not answer that.”
How did the police get the 
prisoners to make such full con­
fessions about their actions on 
February 3?
The prisoners claim it was 
because they were told by the police 
that the records o f interview were for 
a Royal Commission.
D etective-Sergeant McHardy 
interviewed Terry Haley and Hartwig 
Bergmann. His record o f interview 
with them contains no mention o f  a 
Royal Commission. Under cross-
examination he denied mentioning a 
Royal Commission and then omitting 
it from the record. The record does 
contain the standard warning: 
“ anything you say will be taken 
down and may be used in evidence.”  
But he admits no mention o f  charges 
was made. .
Detective-Sergeant Hoggett 
interviewed Karl Schwartz and Rob 
Webb. His record o f interview with 
these two contains no mention o f  a 
Royal Commission. And under 
cross-examination, he, like McHardy, 
denied mentioning anything about a 
Royal Commission. He too claimed 
he gave the required warning, though 
he made no mention o f charges.
Detective-Sergeant Hodgkinson 
interviewed Erroll Manby and Kevin 
Storey and told the same story as 
McHardy and Hoggett. Likewise with 
Detective-Sergeant Donnelly who 
interviewed Roy Murphy.
COPPER BLOWS IT
But the breach in the police 
conspiracy — if there was one — was 
provided by Detective-Sergeant 
Whelan, who admitted mentioning 
the possibility o f a Royal 
Commission.
Whelan is a member o f a well 
known, if right wing, Labor family in 
Sydney’s western suburbs and is 
probably as honest as a copper can 
be. Whelan interviewed Chris 
Welland, Peter Dickenson, Edward 
Reeves and Allan Waterhouse.
He admitted to using the 
following opening gambit with these 
four prisoners:
“ We would like to interview you 
in relation to the fire and riot at the 
Bathurst Gaol on the 3rd o f 
February. We have been directed to 
limit our inquiries to the cause and 
origin o f  the fire and to any criminal 
acts that may have been committed 
by prisoners. Do you understand 
that?”  He said, “ Yes” .
And he admitted to this 
follow-up:
“ However if you wish to make 
any comment about conditions at 
the goal or the way you were treated 
there, that will also be recorded for 
there is a possibility that the 
Government will appoint a Royal
Commission to inquire into all
aspects o f  the matter, is that clear?”  
He said, “ Yes” . I then had a 
conversation with the defendant 
which was recorded . , . ”
Under cross-examination Whelan 
said he used the royal commission bit 
“ o f f  my own bat” . Defence
questions as to whether the 
possibility o f  a royal commission was 
discussed among the detectives on 
this case, were cut short by
prosecution objections which were 
upheld by Magistrate Farquhar who 
was annoyed at “ this excessive 
concern as to how the police arrive at 
their tactical methods which really 
isn’t for this court to look at.”
But whether or not the police 
used the royal commission gambit 
was o f crucial importance to the 
defence, for they were arguing that if 
it was used, then that constituted 
“ an inducement”  to the prisoner. In 
other words, if there was “ an 
inducement”  then the statement 
wasn’t made o f  the prisoners’ own 
free will and therefore not admissible 
as evidence.
When Whelan was asked by
defence lawyer Viney why he 
mentioned the royal commission, he 
answered: “ Because there was a lot 
o f publicity about it and in fairness 
to them I wanted them to be aware 
o f the whole position.”
With the defence unable to prove 
that mention o f  a royal commission 
had been made in the interviews with 
seven o f the prisoners, the magis­
trates admitted these interviews as 
good coin. In the case o f  Whelan’s 
four interviews, he ruled that the 
royal commission gambit was infor­
mation, and not an inducement, and 
admitted it as evidence.
Defence lawyer Viney — ex-
magistrates’ court clerk and ex­
employee o f  the public solicitor’s 
office and now retained by the
Crown to defend seven o f  the
defendents — kept returning to the 
question o f  inducement.
In cross-examining second in
command at the jail, warder 
Dempsey, at the end o f  the second 
week, he concentrated on the terrible 
beatihgs allegedly inflicted on prison­
ers after the uprising. He did this so 
as to establish that in the prisoners’ 
minds there was a sense o f outrage 
and huge grievance, which would 
have led them to feel there should be 
a royal commission. Men in that state 
o f mind, Viney argued, would have 
been especially susceptible to spill 
everything at the mention o f a royal 
commission. In their situation, Viney 
claims, mention o f  a royal commiss­
ion would act as an inducement.
However, he did not get a chance 
to develop this argument as the 
magistrate ruled it out o f  order, on 
the grounds that the unlawful 
bashing o f  prisoners after the 
uprising was not established.
The defence lawyers claimed 
other means were used also to 
adduce the prisoners statements. 
Viney is cross-examining Whelan in 
this extract:
Q. When you got him Up to the 
room there with Det. Harding, 
the atmosphere was very pleasant, 
wasn’t it? Pleasant?
A. Pleasant — it was a normal 
interview atmosphere.
Q. And you offered him a 
cigarette?
A. Yes.
Q. I think before the interview 
got underway, you asked him a 
few questions about his back­
ground and his family and things 
like that?
A. I can’t recall what I
specifically asked him but I asked 
each man I interviewed details o f  
their background, yes.
Q It’s true, isn’t it, that on his 
behalf, you  or Mr Harding made a 
phone call about his brother, to 
see where he was or how he was, 
do you remember that?
A. I can’t recall that.
Q. It might have happened, 
though, did it?
A. I can’t recall it happening.
And this is Viney cross-examining 
Detective-Sergeant- Hoggett about his 
interview with Webb:
Q. Did you ask him “ when are 
you eligible for release” ?
A. Yes sir.
Q. Why did you ask him that 
question?
A. It was just a question I 
thought that was suitable at the 
time.
Q. It wasn’t asked with the 
intention o f  conveying to him the 
impression that he might have 
something to gain by giving info.? 
A. No sir, no.
A  similar line o f  questioning was 
admitted in the case o f prisoner 
Reeves.
When defence lawyer Rutherford 
cross-examined Hoggett about 
Schwartz’s statement, Hoggett 
denied the claims that he’d left some 
o f Schwartz’ s denials out and that 
he’d fabricated certain things in it. 
Nevertheless — as against these 
denials — was Schwartz’s refusal to 
sign the document as a fair and 
accurate record o f  the interview.
Schwartz and Reeves were the 
only two o f  the 11 prisoners before 
the court who did not sign the 
records o f  interview as fair and 
accurate records.
Why did the remaining prisoners 
sign their records o f interview which
made no specific mention o f a royal 
commission — the mention o f  which, 
they claim, induced them to speak 
freely?
Prosecutor Nesbitt asked in effect 
that very question o f  Kevin Storey, 
the only prisoner to have gone into 
the box  to give evidence to this stage. 
What follows is the relevant extract 
from the court transcript; the 
Question 1 referred to is Detective- 
Sergeant ' Hodgkinson’s opening 
question in the record o f  interview 
with Storey: “ do you understand 
that what you say will be taken 
down and may be given in 
evidence?”
Q. You mentioned that on a 
previous occasion you were 
charged, you were told that 
anything you said would be taken 
down and used in evidence, is 
that right?
* A. Yes.
Q. In other words, you were told, 
to put it more correctly, that you 
were going to be asked some 
questions which you needn’t 
answer, but anything you say 
may be taken down and may be 
used in evidence at court or later 
or something to that effect, is 
that right?
A. Yes.
Q. It was in sinplar terms to Q. 1 
on this occasion, wasn’t it?
A. Yes, in what court? When that 
question was asked, he said it 
may be used as evidence in court. 
Q. Y ou ’re joining issue with the 
use o f  the word “ court”  are you, 
in this docum
A. To my mind then, it was to be 
used in a Royal Commission or 
something to find out what 
happened at Bathurst, not that I 
was going to be charged in court. 
Q. There is nothing that says that 
in this document, is there?
A. I know.
Q. So that was something you say 
you were reading into the 
question?
A. There is nothing in that 
document that says. I am going to 
be charged either.
I f amongst the defence lawyers 
Viney wields the finest sabre, Merv 
Rutherford excels with the broad 
sword.
Ex-cop and defence lawyer Merv 
Rutherford has clashed repeatedly 
with police prosecutor Sergeant 
Nesbitt. In court they act as foils*for 
each other. And no casting director 
could have done a better job  than 
accident in picking two actors with 
physical characteristics appropriate 
to their roles. They are made fox 
them. As the irreverent needier, Merv 
Rutherford is huge, fat, jolly, with a 
grin from ear to ear and a booming 
voice; as the finicky victim, Sgt 
Nesbitt is tight-arsed, harassed and 
drawn about the face, hunched over 
and pale. Here is a sample clash, from 
the first day ’s proceedings:
Mr Rutherford: My friend seems 
paranoid about the Record o f 
Interview and Commission. 
Prosecutor: Your Worship I object 
most strongly to the remark.
Bench: What was the word —
Mr Rutherford: I used the word 
“ paranoid” . I think he’s unduly 
concerned with the word —
Bench: No, I think it’s a very 
unfortunate word to use Mr 
Rutherford.
Mr Rutherford: Well, I withdraw it 
Y>ur Worship —
Prosecutor: One sometimes wonders 
about the sincerity o f  these things 
Ifour Worship.
Mr Rutherford (smiling): Well, I 
object to that Your Worship.
Such sallies, in one prisoner’s 
words, “ are terrific for morale.”
But Merv Rutherford’s main 
preoccupation has been to expose 
the limits o f  the authorities’ response 
to the uprising.
It was in his cross-examination o f 
Detective-Sergeant McHardy on the 
first day that Merv Rutherford first 
touched on this theme:
Mr Rutherford: Q. Sergeant, you 
conducted this record o f inter­
view for the purpose o f  ascertain­
ing whether any offences have 
been committed?
Witness: Yes.
Q. One o f  those offences would 
be an alleged riot and possibly 
arson by the person Haley?
A. Yes.
Q. During that record o f  
interview, he made allegations 
that people had been shot?
A. Yes.
Q. Did you conduct an investiga­
tion into that — those allegations? 
Prosecutor: I pbject, Your Wor­
ship.
Bench: I’ve already ruled, I 
thought two seconds ago that I 
don’t see its relevance in this 
inquiry Mr Rutherford.
Mr Rutherford: I would’ve 
thought it was most relevant 
Your Worship . . .
Bench: It’s an extraordinary 
thing, Mr Rutherford, you know, 
most times when you put matters 
out, my opinion and yours about 
what’s relevant seem to be 
m arkedly and significantly 
different.
On Thursday he returned to the 
theme. Cross-examining Detective- 
Sergéant Whelan he asked: “ Did you 
understand that you were to ignore 
. . .  the criminal acts which may have 
been committed by people other 
than prisoners?”  The prosecutor 
immediately objected on the grounds 
o f “ irrelevance” , which the magis­
trate in effect agreed with.
Later in this cross-examination 
the following took place:
Mr Rutherford: Q. At the top o f  
Page 3 in answer to the Question 
17, the very long answer, at about 
l/5 th  o f  the way from the top, 
the — Mr Welland said, “ I was 
sitting up against the wall and this
angry ant started firing shots at 
prisoners in one yard and the 
prisoners”  —
Witness: Yes.
Mr Rutherford: You would agree 
that in that sentence, there’s an 
allegation that someone called the 
“ Angry Ant”  fired shots at him 
and other prisoners and, in fact, 
he was hit by a bullet?
Witness: YeS.
Mr Rutherford: In other words he 
complained that he’s been assault­
ed and possibly an attempted 
murder?
Prosecutor: I object, Y ouf Wor­
ship.
Bench: I don ’t allow it. in that 
form.
A few minutes later:
Mr Rutherford: You wouldn’t be 
aware Sergeant whether or not 
any prison officer did take any 
t  - ■ part iri thisfire? /- : 0  t0 _ ad o 
Bench: I don’t | allow the 
question.
No wonder that the end o f  the 
cross-examination Merv Rutherford 
complained:
Mr Rutherford: I have had 
difficulty in finding out if they 
have investigated any allegations 
against the warders.
Bench: That is not what I am 
concerned with, and you won’t 
reach into it here, as I told you , I 
have got enough to concern 
myself with looking as to whether 
any or all o f  these 12 men — 11 
men have sufficient evidence 
against them to warrant being 
further dealt with. You may rest 
assured I am not going to turn my 
mind to the prospects o f  whether 
or not there was even an unlikely 
possibility o f  other criminal acts 
(on the part o f  warders — H.G.). 
The magistrate frequently return­
ed to this position. His brief — as he 
has explained repeatedly — is to find 
if there is evidence o f  a riot, o f  a 
disturbance o f the peace, and of 
destruction o f  public property — and 
whether there is evidence “ to knit”  
(his words) all or any o f  the 
defendants to those occurrences.
R IO T AS SELF DEFENCE
Police prosecutor Nesbitt had 
reminded the magistrate o f this in his 
opening address. “ I’d point out, your 
Worship, that the hearing about to 
continence is not a Royal Commiss­
ion into the treatment o f  prisoners or 
conditions o f gaols, but rather a 
magisterial inquiry to determine 
whether or not the prosecution is 
able to prove a prime facie case 
against any or all o f  those charged 
before you .”
Mr Farquhar also remarked to 
one o f  the defence lawyers that some 
o f  his colleagues might try to make it 
into a “ political trial”  and try to 
introduce the bashing o f  Bathurst 
prisoners back in 1970 after a 
peaceful protest.
But defence lawyer Miles has 
begun ah argument that may force 
the magistrate to relax the strict 
limits he’s put on the scope o f  the 
hearing and defence questions.
The guts o f  Miles’ argument is 
that just as there is justifiable assault 
in law — if it is in self-defence — so 
there may be such a thing as 
justifiable riot — as self-defence 
against an intolerable situation in the 
jail and the hopelessness o f charge 
through normal channels.
The story continues on the oppo­
site page, with a transcript o f  the 
statement prisoner Peter Dickenson 
made to the police.
We put out the white 
flag again, and they 
just kept on shooting
There was a gauntlet 
of officers with batons 
and shields f they made 
us run through them
When trials get this 
big they are no longer 
ordinary criminal trials, 
but political trials
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A rou n d  th e sch o o ls Dirty doings 
enlightenment 
brainwashing 
and old chalkie
by Helen Garner
Dirty doings in Victorian state 
schools: not much more than a 
surface ripple 'from the ones that 
really matter, while the MPs have 
their say at length on the peripheral 
ones. People are fighting back — 
in one school, for the continuation 
o f an enlightened course, in another 
against the shunting o f  students out 
o f their buildings into a container 
Warehouse.
At Footscray Tech., in Mel­
bourne’s industrial west, the pres­
tigious tertiary section “ the Insti­
tute”  is starting to stretch its limbs 
and sprawl a little. Its sprawl will 
shove out the apprentice technician 
and secondary sections o f the Tech. 
Secondary students will go on work­
ing in their present block and some 
portable classrooms on the other 
side o f  Ballarat Road, but there 
will be no replacement o f  the playing 
space they’ll lose to the Institute; 
the alternative accommodation o f-1 
fered to the dispossessed appren­
tices and technicians is a container 
warehouse on a three acre site in 
Whitehall Road, Yarraville, right op­
posite the ICI chlorine plant, where 
the air, even on a cloudless day, 
is putrid with fumes.
Like all Education Department 
outrages, this proposal is described 
as “ temporary” . The ultimate home 
o f  both the apprentices and the 
secondary students o f  Footscray 
Tech, is supposed to be in Nicholson 
Street, Footscray, where the appren-i 
tices and technicians already spend 
part o f their college time. But the 
lease on the warehouse is for five 
years. The rent is $1,000 a week. 
When the Education Department 
says “ temporary” , read “ minimum 
ten years, maximum infinity” .
The warehouse has five or so 
rolladoors, and no windows. It’s in 
good nick, all right, for a ware­
h o u s e -b ra n d  new, great for storing 
inanimate objects. “ It’s a tremen­
dous building,”  said one teacher, 
“ but definitely not for teaching in.”
It will cost the Department a 
fortune to transform the vast, empty 
spaces o f the warehouse into a usable 
area for students. What happens to 
this white elephant if the real 
Footscray Tech, ever gets built? 
Apart from its obviously inapprop­
riate design it is bang on narrow 
Whitehall Road, about five yards 
from where heavy trucks thunder 
past at all hours; the noise is in­
tolerable. The muddy vacant lot 
beside it, hopelessly inadequate for 
recreation or a bit o f  fresh air bet­
ween classes, won’t be there long 
anyway. A second, bigger warehouse 
is to be erected there, and Footscray 
Tech, has first option on leasing
it. So much for play area, garden, 
parking space, or any other utopian 
fantasy a student or teacher might 
entertain.
Opposition to the enforced move 
is gathering strength. Seven trade 
unions have put Hack bans on any 
building work relating to the trans­
fer. The Footscray secondary branch 
o f the TTAV (Technical Teachers’ 
Association o f  Victoria) and a 
recently formed Parents’ Associa­
tion are launching a big public 
campaign in the area. The Foots­
cray Council has "refused to grant 
a permit for the establishment o f 
a school in the container warehouse.
The tertiary takeover at Foots­
cray Tech, opens up the whole 
matter o f  the power o f the Vic­
torian Institute o f  Colleges, the 
federal body set up in the mid 
’60s which controls state colleges 
(the old teachers’ colleges), the 
Council for Adult Education and 
the Institutes o f  Technology. It is 
funded mainly by the Australian 
Council o f  Advanced Education. 
Evidently, in the scramble for pro­
perty at the VIC’s inception, the 
Education Department gave a few 
feeble bleats about compensation 
for lands and buildings being whisked 
out o f  its control by the VIC. This 
very grabby organisation paid little 
attention to these cries o f  distress. 
One o f its characteristics is a high 
handed contempt for secondary and 
apprentice students — those stu­
dents, in fact, not engaged in 
“ genuinely tertiary”  pursuits. The 
Victorian Education Department, 
given three or four years’ notice 
o f  the VIC’s acquisitive intentions, 
has found itself in its customary 
position: no dough, no plans. Looks 
as if the teachers, parents and kids 
will be fighting this one on their 
own.
* * *
Merrilands High School, out to 
the north o f the city, made it into 
the dailies recently when its princi­
pal, Laurie Cross, was overruled by 
acting state education minister Brian 
Dixon in the touchy matter o f  a 
form, 1 general studies programme 
which undercut a departmental di-’ 
rective.
The programme had been steadily 
developing since the state wide cur­
riculum revision discussions o f 1969. 
Merrilands numbers among the few 
schools where many staff strongly 
backed a proposal for forms 1 and 
2 to open out classes, break down 
traditional subject disciplines, insti­
tute home teachers and “ pastoral 
care” , and freeing students from 
compulsory attendance at classes in 
the general studies scheme. Kids in 
the scheme worked out their own 
timetables, and mostly stuck to 
them.
“ The activities we offer, I reckon, 
are pretty conservative,”  says Merri­
lands teacher Pat Power. “ They still 
fit into the traditional categories; 
I wanted this changed. The only 
thing changed really is the adminis­
trative arrangement. There hasn’t 
been mufch change in educational 
techniques.”
The crunch came when the 
general studies team established op­
tional attendance — a kid could 
go to a listed activity (from a con­
sistent timetable), or to the com ­
munity room, or to a defined out­
side area supervised by a member 
o f  the teaching team.
The then Director o f  Secondary 
Education, Bert Schruhm, had is­
sued a circular aimed at preventing 
principals from dismissing kids left 
teacheriess due to VSTA (Victorian
Secondary Teachers’ Association) 
action on teaching overloads. Ac­
cording to Schruhm’s edict, forms 
1 to 4 were to get 300 minutes o f 
structured learning experience every 
day. Principal Cross who, like many
higher echelon school bureaucrats 
is obsessed with legal liability, in­
terpreted the general studies “ free 
periods”  as contravening Schruhm’s 
orders.
Cross informed staff that he’d
instructed deputy principal Flana­
gan to draw up a timetable which 
canned the general studies pro­
gramme. This was a slap in the 
face to the Curriculum Revision 
Committee whose position, naturally,
is that staff should have the power 
to make binding curriculum decisions:
Acting education minister* Brian 
Dixon was invited to a school meet­
ing, at which staff set out for him 
the merits o f  the programme. 
“ Amazingly,”  says Pat Power, “ he 
accepted it.”  Not only that — Dixon, 
at a meeting between him, Cross 
and Power (to which Power was 
summoned by Cross over the PA) 
rescinded the 300 minutes require- - 
ment for the programme7 said kids 
could continue to spend their time 
outside the classroom, and requested 
an evaluation o f the scheme at the 
end o f  the year “ so he could re­
commend the programme to certain 
other schools” .
Cross got the boot in after the 
Dixon kerfuffle by berating Power 
for calling in the media, and sug­
gesting he might be liable to a 
charge o f “ gross disloyalty” . He ad­
vised Power not to get “ too d ose  
to the kids” , and suggested that 
remarks kids had made about Power 
might be considered as evidence in 
a disloyalty charge.
(I wasn’ t able to talk with the 
kids who take part in the general 
studies scheme, because while I was 
talking with Pat Power and other 
teachers in the Merrilands staff 
room, Cross introduced himself and, 
hearing my name, asked me if I 
had made arrangements with the 
office to enter the school, j When 
I siad I had not, he asked me 
to speak to him in his office before 
I left the premises. In classic car­
peting style, Cross spoke ex-treme-ly 
slow-lyy as if to an imbecile. When 
I think back on it, he didn’t really 
say all that much, but he gave 
a lot o f  menacing smiles, and told 
a story about the last time someone 
had come onto the school premises 
without permission — an angry 
father, who reduced one o f the 
lady teachers “ to a state o f  shockring 
dis-tress” . He asked me where I 
was teaching now; I reminded him 
that I’d been sacked from the Educa­
tion Department, and he said he 
thought I might have gone into 
“ private enterprise” . No mention 
was made o f the fact that I was 
there as a journalist. The interview 
ended thus: ‘ ‘Well, Mrs. Garner . . . 
the other questions I might want 
to ask . . . might be too personal. . .  
so . . .  I won’t ask them” .)
Cross told Power that, in order 
to “ integrate”  the general studies 
programme which had become “ iso­
lated” , he had decided the GS 
money would be diverted to tra­
ditional subject areas, and that these 
subjects’ coordinators would be res­
ponsibly .for any expenditure. The 
effect o f  this move would be to 
divide the general studies team back 
into their traditional subject areas, 
to make them financially depen­
dent on people not engaged in, 
and not necessarily sympathetic to, 
the scheme, and to destroy the 
scheme’s autonomy, which had al­
lowed it to develop at its own rate.
Power rang Dixon but managed 
to contact only his secretary, who 
advised him not to worry; when 
Power rang again, the secretary had
meanwhile contacted Cross who’ d 
denied he was intending to divert 
funds, and said he’d only suggested 
that subject coordinators would be 
involved in evaluating the scheme 
at form 1 and 2 levels. “ So what 
are you worried about?”  inquired 
the secretary.
“ We thought we had a victory,”  
says Pat Power, “ but now it’s all 
starting up again.”
In the dailies Don Chipp, shadow 
minister for Health and Social Wel­
fare, says he’s worried about teachers 
brainwashing Victorian schoolkids 
into socialism. In Melbourne’s Age 
recently he expressed dismay at a 
document someone had slipped to 
him which instructed teachers on 
methods o f  turning their little 
charges into socialists.
Teachers will be interested to 
hear that the document, entitled 
Socialist Teachers' Manifesto and 
produced several years ago by a 
group then called the Monash Tea­
chers’ College Labor Club, gives no 
practical hints on techniques of 
brainwashing, but rather sets out 
“ a criticism o f  the present Victorian 
and Australian education systems 
from a socialist standpoint” .
Naturally the sections concerned 
with discipline received the most 
attention from whoever underscored 
the copy I received from Mr. Reese 
MLA.
Underlines sentences in the screed 
include:
“ Repressive tolerance . . . is the 
principle of ‘ give and take’ or com ­
promise as compared to the prin­
ciple we advocate, ‘ It is the right 
to rebel’ .”
“ The teacher should allow stu­
dents to know his/her own opinions 
about society.”
And one to make an old chalkie’s 
hair stand on end:
“ We oppose authoritarianism.”
* * /'*
The VSTA goes out state wide 
this Thursday, over inspection. An 
ominous .document, known in the 
profession as “ T 73/1656” , issued 
last year as one ( o f  Bert Schruhm’s 
last kicks in the teeth to intractable 
teachers before h)e retired, has borne 
out its implied prophecy — teachers 
who follow VSTA policy and refuse 
inspection by leaving their class­
rooms when inspectors enter, are 
being refused promotion to principal 
class for their pains. One did sneak 
through in the latest promotions 
list, but it was f ‘ a mistake” , admits 
Committee o f  Classifiers’ running 
dog Alistair Claike, one time presi­
dent o f  the reactionary Victorian 
Teachers’ Unioi^ and the man who 
gained notoriety last year by com­
plaining in the press that these days 
kids were “ being taught to question 
the answers instead o f  answering 
the questions” . .
The VSTA pi «ps rolling strikes. 
It’s an issue thai could make or 
break the VSTA; l i e  inspection issue 
has been an inte cal part o f VSTA 
control o f  thé pT fession policy for 
years now. Will ! the VSTA back 
up members who have put its own 
policies into action?
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Peter Dickenson’s story
For the record, will you tell us 
your full name, and the prison 
number, wing and cell allocated 
to you at the Bathurst Gaol on 
the 3rd February, 1974?
Peter Edwin Dickenson, 28, A 
Wing, dell no. 19.
Did you have a regular prison job ?  
Yes, I was a A Wing sweeper.
Was there a particular prison officer 
in charge o f  that Wing?
Yes, Mr. Clarke.
What sentence are you serving?
Ten years.
Would you tell us the date o f  
your birth, please?
22nd June, 1945.
We are investigating damage caused 
to the Bathurst Gaol on Sunday 
the 3rd February, 1974. I  under­
stand that you  were at Bathurst 
Gaol on that date?
Yes.
How long had you been in Bathurst 
up until that time?
Seven months.
What can you  tell us o f  the events 
which took place on that Sunday 
afternoon?
I was in the pictures for a start 
and the first five minutes o f  the
second reel o f  the pictures had 
gone and everybody stood up and 
a petrol bomb was thrown. There 
was confusion and everybody rushed 
for the door, and there was three 
chairs thrown at Officer Milton. 
They took us back to the yards 
and pulled Billy Kennedy out o f 
the yard and Officer Milton and 
Officer O’Donnell and another o f­
ficer, I don’t know his name, took 
Billy Kennedy into C Wing. About 
two minutes later we heard screams 
coming from C Wing and every­
body started to yell out “ Leave 
him alone”  and then a petrol bomb 
was thrown into the circle and 
Officer Dempsey arrived to try and 
stop the hiding that Billy Kennedy 
was getting. By then it was too 
late and the nfcxt thing I know all 
the locks on the gates were smashed 
and everybody was out in the circle 
smashing things and that and setting 
fire to things.
Some o f the prisoners broke in­
to the engineers shop and got bolt 
cutters and bars and let everyone 
out that was locked in their cells. 
Next thing I knew the engineers 
shop was on fire and the library 
and then somebody said that there 
was two blokes trapped up on the 
water tower and we went and res­
cued them. Meanwhile about a 
dozen prisoners had made petrol 
bombs and were throwing them at 
the tower and the officers started 
to open fire on them and they 
all ran back in the yards and then
started to wreck everything in the 
wings. And we broke into the 
clothing, sorry, food  store and got 
all the food  that was in there, 
stored it all in 1 Yard and then 
they started firing again and we 
all went into B Wing, treating the 
wounded in there, and taking them 
out and surrendering under white 
flags and they were still shot.
It just carried on from there 
until they came and got us out, 
most o f us stayed in the Wing' 
and a lot o f blokes $ve themselves 
up_ and Mr. Mutton came to the 
Wing and told us to come out into 
the yard and we’d be alright, but 
Mr. Pallot, the governor shouted 
out to shoot the lot o f us and 
Mr. Mutton said that there would 
be no more shooting. I then went 
out to the circle and said to Mr. 
Mutton, “ Thiey are too frightened 
to come out, they think they’ll 
be shot” . I then talked them into 
coming out but they still held back 
and five o f  us walked into 2 Yard 
and stood up against the wall and 
then the rest came out. They took 
us around the back yards and put 
us into the yards. Mr. Mutton came 
up and he wanted us to go back 
into the cells in B Wing but we 
refused saying that they were going 
to batter us. Mr. Mutton said, 
“ Well you will be going back to 
the Bay tonight in trucks” . One 
o f the prisoners broke the water 
pipe o ff  the wall, smashed a hole 
in the wall. We went into the next 
yard with the other prisoners and 
done the same thing until we all 
ended up in the one yard. Then 
the Riot Squad arrived on the scene 
and they started throwing tear gas 
and mace into the yards. Then they 
said “ Come out o f file yards”  and 
we started to run out o f  the yards 
and they chased us back in again 
and threw more mace and tear gas 
in. This went on for about 15 
minutes and they let us all come 
out o f  the ylards, they were hitting 
us with the batons. They lined us
up against the walls and told us 
to lie down flat on the ground. 
They picked certain fellows out and 
told them to go to the end o f the 
line then they made us get up 
one at a time and run between 
two rows o f officers and bashed 
us while we were running.
They then handcuffed us, led 
us down to the front gate, strip 
searched us, put 28 o f  us on the  ̂
bus and then proceeded down to 
Long Bay.
What was the purpose behind this 
destruction?
Prisoners were fed up being 
treated like caged animals and 
sworn at all the time when they 
wanted to go anywhere. Actually 
it goes back a long way before 
I was even at Bathurst. The day 
that I arrived at Bathurst I could 
feel the unrest in the gaol. Prison 
officers on the day that I arrived 
told me to “ get fucked”  and called 
me a cunt. Which I did not like 
but I let it go bepause I was new 
in the gaol and did not know the 
routine but I soon learnt. On the 
whole most o f the officers were 
good, it was just a few that were 
hostile towards any and all prisoners. 
They were Officer Macauley, who 
said all prisoners are animals and 
should be kept in a cell 24 hours 
a day; Senior Prison Officer Mutton 
who was a pig o f  a man and 
Senior Prison Officer Chandler was 
the same. Ordinary Officer O’Don­
nell thought the same as Macauley. 
Officer Milton was another pig. I 
think you better let it go at that.
Was the riot that afternoon a planned 
and organised thing?
Partly — it was planned to be 
a protest against conditions but 
once it started there was no holding 
the prisoners back.
Who planned and organised it?
I’d prefer not to answer that 
question.
Did you take any part in the 
plan?
Same answer.
What was intended?
Basically we were going to take 
over the circle until they brought 
somebody sensible into the gaol 
from an outside body that we could 
negotiate with. We did the same 
thing in October last year when 
they sacked 14 carpenters and re­
fused to  ̂ reinstate them. We asked 
for civil liberties and an onside 
reporter and Mr. McGeechen to 
appear there but they refused us. 
They promised no retaliation and 
the next night approximately 100 
prisoners were shanghaied to other 
gaols. The remainder o f  the pri­
soners were locked in their cells 
for three days, then let out and 
everything returned to normal. We 
then had another protest in early 
January that was because Prison 
officers went through every cell in 
C Wing and tore up photos, letters, 
picture frames and smashed every­
thing that was made in the gaol. 
That was mainly done in C Wing. 
They just confiscated excess letters 
and photos. In all the other wings 
that is. The boys sent word over 
the following day that they were 
going to have a sit down protest 
if the men would back them. When 
the time came the men left them 
in the yards, by themselves, and 
37 o f the boys appeared before 
the VJ and lost 35 days’ remission. 
Things got worst in the gaol, every­
body got hostile. The officers knew 
this and in my mind encouraged 
what happened. I think they wanted 
a riot so they could bash us.
Was the throwing o f  the petrol 
bomb in the pictures intended as 
the signal to start the riot or the 
protest?
To my knowledge yes.
Were other petrol bombs prepared 
for the same reason.
Not that I know of.
We have been told that large num­
bers of. tkem were manufactured 
over in 1 Yard.
That’s true but that was later 
in the afternoon after the riot had 
started.
Certain Prison officers and othe/ 
people have alleged that you did 
certain things on that afternoon.
I intend to put these allegations 
to you and invite your comment 
concerning them.
Alright.
What particular damage did you do 
to Prison property on the Sunday 
afternoon?
Smashed a window in the lib­
rary, smashed the windows in C 
Wing office, the kitchen office, 
and B Wing office. Broke the door 
on the store, smashed toilets in 
A Wing, B Wing and C Wing. I 
smashed a few tables and chairs 
I think. I bent a few bolts on 
the doors, that’s about all I think. 
The same man says that you were 
one o f  several persons who stirred 
up the men by claiming that a 
boy was being flogged on the circle. . 
D o you have anything to say to 
that?
That’s true.
Did you see a boy being flogged 
on the circle?
I’ve told you what happened to 
Kennedy. I didn’t see him being 
flogged on the circle but I heard 
his screaming after Milton and O’ ­
Donnell took him into C Wing.
I understand that Kennedy is al­
leged to be the prisoner who threw 
the fire bomb and the officers you  
have mentioned have stated that 
they took him from the yard to 
place him in his cell in C Wing.
Well I’ve got to deny that Kennedy \ 
threw the bomb because I was sitting
alongside him in the pictures and 
the bomb came from somewhere 
else — in the middle o f  the picture 
show. The reason they picked him 
out was because Milton shouted that 
342 — Kennedy — had thrown three 
chairs at him. To my knowledge 
that is all he threw. I was very 
hostile when they dragged Billy 
Kennedy into C Wing and gave 
him a hiding. They only seem to 
hit the boys up there, they won’t 
''ouch the men.
Another prisoner claims he saw 
you helping other prisoners throw 
a tennis net over the barbed wire 
fence o f  1 Yard and attempting 
to pull the wire down.
That is true.
The same man says that when pri­
soners attempted to escape from  
the circle area by way o f  the cat- 
walk near’ the chapel wall you p o ­
sitioned yourself at the bottom o f  
the stairs and tried to stop these 
prisoners escaping by that route. 
Is that correct?
I deny that. The only prisoner 
I seen dimbing over that wall was 
Brian Woods and he was over be­
fore I could even think o f  stopping 
him.
Another prisoner has alleged that 
you broke the lock o f  no. 1 Yard 
gate with an iron bar you wrenched 
from a water bubbler. Is that cor­
rect?
No. Officer Macauley can back 
me up on that, he was there.
Did you see any other prisoners 
do damage to Prison property that 
afternoon?
I’d rather not answer that.
Is there anything else you want 
to tell us about the matter?
Only that in my opinion we 
were justified. And provoked into 
doing what we done.
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Barbarians 
after the Hast
by Kate Veitch
The short novel — say, 50,000 
words — is a form often used by 
writers who want to do “ a real 
book”  but haven’t got nearly enough 
to say to permit a larger work. 
Often there isn’t even enough for 
a short novel, and a short stoiy 
form would have been more suitable. 
Not so with Angela Carter’s Heroes 
and Villains. This is her fourth 
novel; its 150 pages contain only 
a thimbleful o f padding, and the 
thought it contains and provokes 
would do credit to a far weightier 
work.
It is set in a post apocalyptic 
future — the final great war has 
occurred some generations ago and 
thoroughly warped the world. But 
Heroes and Villains has little in 
common with most books set in 
such a time, the usually exclusively 
male “ science fiction” , which too 
often fantasize mens’ lives as various 
glories, impossible and rather fake 
adventure, with too few questions 
answered, or even asked, about the 
background “ why?” .
The book contains no total heroes 
or villains — or rather, everyone 
is partially both. The three human 
groups which have survived the blast 
exist in various mutated lifestyles, 
separated from eaqh other by tra­
ditional fear and loathing. The Pro­
fessor villages are |he first we en­
counter, where a | privileged elite 
maintain an approximation o f life 
as it was “ before the bom b” . The 
Professors, experts in their various 
fields o f  now utterly useless know­
ledge, pass on this knowledge and 
high social position ttf» their children. 
They live in white (Sivory?) towers 
and cling to an orderly social system 
including soldiers and servants and 
clocks. On the othef side o f their 
fences and guarded ^ates is a great 
chaotic world where pons and other 
wild beasts roam, Io n s in c e  escaped 
from their zoos, anjl in the ruins 
scuttle the hideously mutated semi­
human Out People, and in the over­
grown forests are t fe  fierce Bar­
barians. , , '
Marianne is the daughter o f  a 
Professor o f  History. When she is 
six, she witnesses a; Barbarian attack 
from the balcony| o f  her tower, 
and watches as o ie , painted, be­
jewelled and befea uiered, kills her 
brother. The p eou \  o f  her com­
munity are terrifie^oy these exotic 
savages; her nurse • »11s her “ They 
slit the bellies o f !kk  women after 
they’ve raped theirty aid sew up cats 
inside” . Later this ^nurse runs amok 
and murders Marismne’s father with 
an axe — it is pot unusual for 
the Professor people to crack like 
this. Marianne becomes increasingly 
dissatisfied with this frustrating and 
sterile communityf. When she is 
sixteen an Other Barbarian attack 
occurs; she rescues a young man 
trapped after the fighting and es­
capes with him to his tribe in the 
forest.
Here she discovers the truth o f 
the awesome Barbarians — the 
squalor, disease and dread ignorance 
in which they dwell. The young 
man with whom she has come is 
in fact the leader o f the tribe, the 
eldest o f six half brothers. Their 
father was leader before him — 
his wives had “ a facility for dying 
in childbirth” . His name is Jewel; 
his “ tutor” , Donally, is a one time 
Professor who uses his eloquence,
his knowledge o f drugs, ceremony 
and the human mind to exercise 
a shaman like power over the tribe. 
Jewel was brought up by him and 
by Mrs. Green, once a servant o f 
the Professors’ , and now a stalwart 
mother figure holding out for the 
virtues o f clean clothes and human 
kindness.
These, and to some extent Do- 
nally’s supposedly half witted son, 
are the only characters who are 
given depth and made real. None 
o f the ordinary members o f the 
tribe are clearly defined or per­
sonalised. This could be seen as, 
a lack and a fault, but on re­
flection it makes sense: the story 
is seen through Marianne’s eyes, 
and the mentality o f  the real Bar­
barians is beyond the comprehen­
sion o f her intellectually trained 
mind.
Marianne realises fairly soon that 
this life is no more exciting than 
that o f  the Professors, only more 
dangerous. She tries to escape, 
heading o ff  through the forest; 
Jewel follows, and in a forceful 
and unsentimental scene subjects 
her to sex for the first time. Shocked 
and exhausted, she is taken back 
to the camp. The Barbarians still 
cling to some version o f  the attitude 
that equates intercourse with mar­
riage, and they are married next 
day against — or rather in the ab­
sence o f — her will, in a terrifying 
ceremony conducted by Donally.
Because the book is so short 
and so full o f  life and thought, 
it flashes by like a shark after its 
prey, gone almost before you ’ve 
seen it but leaving an indelible im­
pression. The marriage ceremony 
takes place only half way through; 
in the second half, although the 
action doesn’t slow, there is a some­
what slower and heavier atmosphere, 
concerned vyith the gradual binding 
together o f Jewel and Marianne, 
and simultaneously with a greater 
overall destruction.
One o f  the first symbols o f  this 
is the -firing by Jewel o f  the great 
crumbling mansion where the tribe 
has spent the summer,: just as they 
set forth on their migratory journey 
to the sea. The threatening atmo­
sphere begins to close in as one 
o f  the last corrupted edifices o f 
a blasted civilisation flames in the 
depths o f the wild forest.
The journey is beset with diffi­
culties — Jewel is foreed to make 
the hard and often cruel decisions 
o f a leader (ie. be ‘a real man’) 
and is destroyed by them. Marianne 
is brought to despairing dependence 
by the realisation that she is preg­
nant (ie. a real woman). In the 
marvellous lucidity o f the last few 
pages there is a moment where she 
sees a vision o f her old nurse in 
the steam o f a cooking pot: “ Her 
nurse’s almost forgotten face grinned 
triumphantly for, in some sense, 
her prophecy had been fulfilled” . 
This refers to the nurse once telling 
the child Marianne that “ one day 
the Barbarians will get you and 
sew a cat up inside you and then 
you ’ll know” . And how she does 
know — for one thing, that those 
who are the bearers o f children 
can never answer for and to them­
selves alone; that the thing growing 
inside her might as well have claws 
and teeth to rip with, destroying 
her autonomy as it is by its very 
life. \
■ Heroes and Villains is published 
by Picador and costs about $1.40.
by Larry Drake
“ Medical science informs us that 
some difficulty with the prostate- 
gland affects almost every American 
man over the age o f fifty.”  No 
doubt the figures for Australian men 
are similar. The usual trouble is 
that the gland swells and causes 
great difficulty in pissing. Eventually, 
pressure on the bladder may make 
it impossible to piss at all.
Anyone who has been associated 
with, or related to, somebody 
suffering from prostrate gland trouble 
knows that can be very unpleasant. 
My own father spent the last 20 
years or so o f his life in extreme 
discomfort because, as a result o f 
serious prostate» trouble, he had 
a rubber tube sewn into his bladder 
and had to do his pissing through 
that. t
Mr. Lucas has good news for 
you about your prostate . He says 
that if you eat pumpkin seeds 
regularly you will probably never 
have any trouble with this gland. 
Dr. W. Devrient o f Berlin, he tells 
us, claims (in an article “ Androgen- 
Hormonal Curative Influence o f  a 
Neglected Plant” ) that the reason 
the prostate becomes enlarged is 
that the organ makes strenuovfs 
efforts to compensate for the loss 
o f male hormones which have been 
steadily declining with the advance 
o f age. And the pumpkin seeds, 
says Dr. Devrient, make good this 
loss.
“ The Hungarian gypsy, the moun­
tain dwelling Bulgarian, the Anatolian
For the prostate, 
pumpkins and poultices
Turk, the Ukrainian, or the Tran­
sylvanian German — they all know 
that pumpkin seeds preserve the 
prostate gland and, thereby, also 
male potency. In these countries 
people eat pumpkin seeds the way 
they eat sunflower seeds in Russia: 
as in inexhaustible source o f natural 
vigor . . . Investigations by G. Klein 
at the Vienna University revealed 
that in Transylvania prostatic, hyper­
trophy (prostate trouble) is almost 
unknowm . . . The people there 
have a special liking for pumpkin 
seeds.” *
Pumpkin seeds, it appears, are 
extremely rich in phosphorous and 
contain more iron than other seeds. 
They also contain the B vitamins 
in abundance, a small amount o f 
calcium and vitamin A, about 30% 
protein, and about 40% fat which 
is rich in unsaturated fatty acids.
Mr. Lucas has some interesting 
information for us about the virtues 
o f many other plants. The papaw, 
pawpaw, or papaya, for instance. 
He calls this the medicine tree. It
has, apparently, some human attri­
butes: produces male and female 
flowers on separate plants; and the 
fruit, like the human embryo, de­
velops in about nine months. Vasco 
da Gama called the papaya “ the 
Golden Tree o f  Life” . Columbus 
was impressed by the ability o f 
the people o f the Caribbean to eat 
heavy meals o f  meat and fish without 
distress if the meal was completed 
by a desert o f papaya, Marco Polo 
credited the fruit with saving the 
lives o f  sailors suffering from scurvy. 
Papain, extracted from papaw, is 
used as a meat tenderiser, an aid 
to digestion, a blood clotting agent 
to arrest bleeding, and to destroy 
intestinal worms. I am pleased to 
report that I have the Golden Tree 
o f  Life growing abundantly in my 
half acre garden at Bungaloo.
Another, plant which grows pro- 
lifically in my garden is comfrey. 
It is very easy to grow. Mr. Lucas 
gives reports on this plant which 
confirm those that I have heard 
from other sources. For example.
poultices made from comfrey leaves 
and comfrey roots have been known 
to cure severe cases o f malignant 
tumors. He quotes an article by 
Professor William Thompson, Presi­
dent o f the Rqyal College o f Sur­
geons in Ireland. This article cited 
the case o f a man “ who was suffering 
from a tumor involving the nose 
and antrum which, on being re­
moved, was declared to be a round 
celled sarcoma by Dr. O’Sullivan, 
Professor o f  Pathology in Trinity 
College, Dublin” .
We are told that the growth 
reappeared and the patient then 
consulted Sir Felix Simon who 
advised that the jaw be removed. 
This was done. A month later the 
growth had returned again and was 
now bulging through the incision, 
almost closing the right eye. As a 
further operation was impossible, 
the man was sent home (presumably 
to die). The article stated that three 
months later the patient called on 
Professor Thompson who declared 
he had never seen the man looking
better. There was no longer any 
trace o f  the tumor either on his 
face or in his mouth. The patient 
said he had applied poultices o f  
comfrey to the affected parts and 
the tumor had gradually disappeared.
(Note: If your doctor wants to 
remove your jaw, get further advice.)
A plant called Gptu Kóla is 
found in the islands o f  the Indian 
Ocean and grows profusely in Sri 
Lanka. If you want to live to be 
100 odd, you should get onto this. 
“ Not only is it certain that the 
average span o f human life could 
be considerably increased if people 
eat Gotu Kola, but it will also 
be a fact that the proportion o f  
human beings who die a natural 
death will be very small. It will 
mean that monkey glands will be 
given the go by for this new herb, 
which makes grandpa act like his 
grandson and puts a girlish smile 
on the wrinkled face o f grandma.”
If you are interested in natural 
health — in fact, i f  you are interested 
in health — you could find this 
book enthralling. My copy came 
from Healthcraft, 43 Hardware Street, 
Melbourne.
Footnote: Pumpkin seeds are 
pretty hard to chew as they come 
straight from the pumpkin. But if 
you soak them in water overnight, 
the nourishing inner seed can be 
popped easily out o f  the husk.
Nature's Medicines, by Richard Lucas.
(Published by Wiltshire Book Co.; 
12015 Sherman Road, No. Holly­
wood, California, 91605.)
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Sex and dope 
pack Sydney co-op
Programme 1: Sunday July 14 to 
Saturday July 20 at 8.00 pm. 
West Coast USA No. t
Chakra, Meditation (Belson); Matrix 
III, Lapis, Yantra (James Whitney); 
Dune (Knoop); Downwind, Last o f  
the Persimons (O ’Neill); Marilyn Five 
Times (Connor).
Programme 2: Sunday July 14 to 
Friday July 19 at 10.00 pm. 
Expanded Cinema.
Stand Up and Be Counted, Serpent, 
Lovemaking, 1970 (Bartlett); Fall, 
Atmosphere (De Witt); Clouds (Gid- 
al) ’, Blind White Duration (Le Grice).
Programme 3: Sunday July 21 to 
Saturday July 28 at 8.00 pm. 
West Coast USA II.
How Old is the Water? (Finne); 
Corridor (Lawder); Takeoff (G. Nel­
son); New York Near Sleep (Hutton); 
Offhanded Jape (B. Nelson); Sur­
facing on Thames (Rimmer); X  
Film (Schofill); Putting the Babies 
Back (White); /  Change I  Am the 
Same (Severinson).
Programme 4: Sunday July 21 to 
Friday July 26 at 10.00 pm. 
European Avant Garde.
Le Sexe Enrage (Lethem); Living 
(Zwartjes); Behind the Taj Mahal 
(du Cane); In the River (Limura); 
Between (Hall); Moment (Dwoskin); 
Broadwalk (Raban); Pan Film (du 
Cane).
Programme 5: Friday July 19 to 
Sunday July 21 at 6.00 pm, 
plus Saturday July 27 at 8 .0 0 pm. 
London Co-Op. Films.
Knee High, , Window Box (Ham­
mond); Park Film (Welsby); Depth 
o f  Filmed (Nicholson); Beach Film 
(Eatherly); Sign (du Cane).
Programme 6:
The acclaimed feature Mare's Tail, 
by David Larcher, screening Satur­
day July 20 at 8.00 pm, plus July 
26, 27 and 28 at 6.00 pm.
*  *  *
From Sunday July 7 a week o f  
rock films will run at the Cinema’s 
8.00 pm session. These include the 
Cream’s Farewell Concert, Bowie, 
the Stones, and a James Taylor 
concert session. The 10.00 pm session 
beginning July 7 is a ripper: Sex 
Aids and How to Use Them, plus 
R eefer Madness. Sex Aids is the 
much publicised Sydney made ef­
fort which won an R certificate 
despite an abundance o f  onscreen 
fucking. R eefer Madness is a museum 
piece produced by the American 
government during the ’ 30s, telling 
all the evils o f  marijuana addiction. 
It’s hilarious. The midnight show, 
Saturday July 6 also has its mo­
ments: Mae West singing soul in 
Myra Breckinridge (1968). All o f  
the latter mentioned films are not 
subject to membership.
Peter Block, manager of the Lon­
don based film ' distribution com­
pany 24 Frames, is currently visiting 
Australia to review film and video 
here. As well as looking at Aust­
ralian film for possible European 
distribution, he has brought with 
him five programmes o f  films re­
cently made in both Europe and 
America.
The collection o f films will be 
shown by the Filmmakers’ Cinema, 
St. Peter’ s Lane, Darlinghurst.
Two programmes from California 
show work using computers, video 
readers, and optical printers. An 
expanded cinema programme fea­
tures the work o f Scott Bartlett 
and Tom de Witt which has been 
analysed in Gene Youngblood’s 
book Expanded Cinema.
The programme of European 
films includes work from Frans 
Zwartjes o f  the Netherlands, Roland 
Lethem o f  Belgium, Peter du Cane 
and David Hall o f England, and 
Taka limura, a Japanese filmmaker 
who has lived in New York and 
more recently Berlin.
Finally the London co-op. pro­
gramme features the new movement 
o f  ‘Structural Cinema’ , in which the 
film process is the essential subject 
matter to filmpnakers.
Because o f customs/censorship 
regulations, the festival is open only 
to members and associates. The cost 
o f ¡associate membership is $3.00 
for the year, enabling the patron 
to enter for $1.00 instead o f the 
usual $1.50.
TRAVEL THE STUDENT WAY 
TRAVEL AUS!
84 Cleveland Street, Chippendale, NSW. Ph.: 698.3719 
220 Faraday Street, Carlton VIC. Ph.: 347.8462 •
BY A P P O IN T M E N T  TO  T H E  S E R IO U S  
C O L L E C T O R
To celebrate Bewhiskered Week In Georgia we 
sent a beautifully bound collection o f several 
rendititions of the ever-popular ‘MacNamara's Band 
— including those of Marco Pil,beanrJ's Finnish Spitz 
Ensemble, Hercules and Noelene Warbash, Mangoes 
McGerrypersonder, old Blew Back, The North 
Highland Cinnamon and Cameroon Bun & Knee Band, 
Thelma and The Thicket Whackers, The Mounted 
3rd Divvy Light Horse Gospel Revival Choir and 
Nina Simone. ,
The first person to present this coupon with 
their purchase receives FREE, an uncut copy of 
Digger magazine
Cnr, Toorak Rd. Sc Davis. Ave., South Yarra, 267.1885. 
710 Glenferrie Rd., Hawthorn. 81.1377.
i
have you read it lately? 
M arshall Green has!
THE DIGGER
• broke the Marshall Green story
• predicted the Portuguese coup
• revealed the extent oTthc Chile massacres
• fingered CIA and ASIO operatives in Australia
» exposed Australia’s continuing involvement in Vietnam . .  .
Who killed Jenny Langby?
by Terry Plane
There’s a film made in Port 
Adelaide about a woman who, in 
the story kills herself by throwing 
her body beneath the wheels o f 
a moving train. Called Who Killed 
Jenny Langby?, it runs for 47
Jenny Langby {Julie Dawson) 
and her husband, Frank (Peter 
Cummins) as archetypal 
Australians in a South Australian 
Government film.
minutes and was made for the 
Department o f  Community Welfare 
in South Australia by the state’s 
Film Corporation. The film was 
edited to 47 minutes so that it 
would make a one hour show on 
commercial television.
Jenny Langby is a 31 year old 
housewife with five children and 
a disinterested husband, Frank, who 
works in a factory and drinks after­
wards with work mates. Life is a 
drag for Jenny. Port Adelaide is 
the archetypal Australian working 
class area: housing docks, a GM-H 
plant, a Colonial Sugar Refineries
factory, big rail yards, supermarkets, 
and, from the core out, a sprawl 
o f  lower rental range housing. There 
is no right side o f  the tracks in 
Port Adelaide; there are many J. 
and F. Langbys.
Who Killed Jenny Langby? was 
researched, complete with intrusions 
on Port Adelaide privacy, by Greg 
Barker, directed by Don Crombie 
and written by the two o f  them. 
Julie Dawson, formerly a milk bar 
attendant, plays Jenny, Peter Cum­
mins, the only professional actor 
in the cast, is Frank. No script 
was written, only story outlines.
and, scoops aside, regularly covers Third World news; com­
munity, work and women’s issues; prisoners’ action; and 
runs cartoons, film, book and theatre reviews, and other 
entertainments.
I enclose $7.80 / $5.00 ($5.00  
subs are available only to people 
who live outside a 25-mile rad­
ius o f a capital city GPO, or in 
Queensland). Please put me 
down for 26 issues o f The 
Digger.
Make cheques payable to High 
Times P/L crossed not negot­
iable.___________________________________
Subscriptions, 
The Digger; 
P.O. Box 77, 
Carlton 3053.
N am e..........
Address
P ostcode........... ................................
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Peggy Sue at the Pram Factory
Only the men 
are laughing
Larry Meitzer
Dear Jack Hibberd,
Regarding disturbances during the 
performance o f your new play Peggy 
Sue at the Pram Factory recently — 
you  asked for it Jack.
Peggy Sue is a political cock up. 
Your first mistake was to write it. 
Your second to advertise it as a 
pro-woman, even a feminist play 
in several interviews with the press 
and in the programme notes where 
the following statements are at­
tributed to you: “Peggy Sue chro­
nicles the life o f  three young country 
girls over a time span roughly em­
bracing the mid ’ 50s to mid ’ 60s, 
the period o f rock and pop, milk 
shakes, leather jackets, gum and the 
pastel dress. The girls share a com­
mon story and common experiences, 
genefally manipulated by individuals 
and institutions. The play arose from 
a twin concern for women in society 
and women in the theatre, whose 
destinies are invariably in the grip 
o f the opposite gender. It seeks 
to throw some light on the personal 
and social processes by which this 
inequitability is maintained, how this 
affects women, the depth o f resolve 
required to attempt a restructuring 
o f the future” . Such grandiose claims 
lay you wide open to political attack 
Jack.
SOURCE
B O M B
"Another shipment o f books to 
blow your nose and break your heart".
AUGUST 1914, Alexander Solzhenit­
syn ...................... ................ .. • $2.25.
BREAKFAST of Champions, Kurt
Vonnegut................................   $2.65.
GERTRUDE, Herman Hesse . . $1.50.
A CELTIC Miscellany .................. $1.70.
A FEW palm Trees, Ed Ruscha . $2.50. 
HEY Beatnik I This is the Farm Book, 
Steven Gaskin . . . . . . . . . . .  $1.95,
THE GRATEFUL Dead Songbook 
. . .  $5.95.
MAPS of Consciousness, Ralph Metz-
n e r ............... j j j | . .. ■ ■ $3.95.
DOME Book 2 . . i • • -------$4.00.
THE HUMAN Biocomputer, John
Lilly ............................................$1.60.
JOURNEY to Ixtlan, Carlos Caste-
nada.................. ....................... $1 -95.
M ILK  'n' Honey, Klarwein . . . .  $5.00, 
JOURNEYS Out of the Body, Robert
Monroe . . ................  $2.95.
THE ART of Walt Disney . . .  . $35.00  
(plus $1.25 postage).
MaH order» dtfppoaanywlvw«
Include 30c fo r postage;
4 HOTHLYN HOUSE 
AKCADE,
MANCHESTER LANE. 
MELBOURNE
Peggy, Glenys and Margaret are 
not the subjects o f your play. You 
share with most male writers and 
artists an inability to see women as 
actors and doers. This is the role 
o f the male — in society, in theatre 
and in Peggy Sue. Stud, in his various 
sets o f  clothes, creates the action — 
the women are mere recipients o f 
his abuse. I understand Peggy Sue 
began life as a play called Stud — 
presumably yet another horrified but 
fascinated look at the working class 
macho man. The scars from the 
hurriedly performed sex change 
operation make Peggy Sue into a 
monster.
To see women as subjects rather 
than objects requires more than a 
title change. It involves a challenging 
o f psychological, social and cultural 
assumptions depp rooted not merely 
within society and the other bloke 
but within one’s own head. Peggy 
Sue challenges nothing.
The first half o f the play is 
about male sexuality, not about 
women, and it’s a fair bet that 
it comes pretty near intact from 
Stud. Bill Garner as Stud, Bruce, 
Reg, String and Aussie is the focus 
o f a series o f scenes in ; which the 
masculine sexual identity is seen 
as sadistic, perverse, alienated and 
guilt ridden. The women are pre­
sent but only as victims. A por­
trayal o f sexual exploitation perhaps, 
but worthless unless the personhood 
o f  the victim is made clear to the 
audience. If, as happens in Peggy 
Sue, the victim is only an outline 
or symbol, the audience must iden­
tify with the only person on stage — 
the man — and relate to his exploits 
as a pseudo-outraged but funda­
mentally titillated voyeur. (It’s the 
same mechanism pornography works 
off.)
On this point, Jack, why do the 
women take their clothes o ff so 
often? It seems that if women aren’ t 
being raped, touched up or verbally 
abused they are sitting around at 
home in their underclothing talking 
about their periods or examining 
their bodies in a symbolic process 
o f self discovery. Very sexy!
The women have no identity, 
sexual or otherwise. True Peggy says; 
nice things about birds and flowers 
before being raped in the park; 
Glenys occasionally cracks a funny 
and Margaret is supposed to be the 
idealistic one (she wants 15 kids 
and talks to dolls). But such sketchy 
characterisation is worse than none. 
The way the play works as a comedy 
should show you this Jack — every­
one laughs at Stud’s or Aussie’s 
earthy, sexist language but no one 
is really laughing at him. The women 
utter inanities and get laughs for 
their naivety, their romanticism and 
their impotence.
While we’ re on the subject o f 
comedy, have you noticed that the 
audience breaks up every time the 
western suburbs or a working class 
occupation is mentioned? It really 
isn’t  very funny to be working in 
Cole’s cafeteria or getting married 
at St. Paul’s, Sunshine. Or perhaps 
you think it is? The male character:; 
are stereotypically working class de­
spite Aussie’s incongruous references 
to Simone de Beauvoir and the slopes 
o f Etna, allowing the men in your
audience to remain just a little dis­
tanced from the obnoxious but some­
how attractive bloke on stage. 
Ironically Glenys, Margaret and 
Peggy remain ladylike to the last 
through all their trials. I s 'i t  just 
that you ’ve never met any working 
class women Jack?
The whole play is a marriage 
o f  bad taste and funny ideology but 
you’ve certainly excelled yourself 
with the prison scene. Frankly I 
couldn’ t decide whether to puke
or to cry. Institutional violence 
against women is portrayed first by 
having a sadistic dyke warder 
played by Bill Garner feel the girls 
up and second by showing them 
sitting a chaste eight feet apart on 
stage in bras and panties delicately 
touching their private parts in the 
aforementioned seif discovery bit.
I imagine you justify the first 
by some bullshit about female war­
ders being women taking on male 
values and male roles — no doubt 
some women in society do identify 
with men and oppress other women, 
but they remain women and are 
therefore still oppressed themselves 
and a facile trick like this sheds 
no light “ on the personal and social 
process by which this inequitability 
is maintained” . The put down o f 
a lesbian or bisexual alternative, 
seen at its most crass in this scene 
is there throughout the play. The 
female characters are not permitted 
any interrelationship with each other. 
In fact the play seems to come to 
a strange conclusion --  that there 
really isn’t anyone for women to 
relate to since they can’t possibly 
relate to one another and men at 
the moment are rather horrible.
There is so little that is positive 
in the play that the ending almost 
seems, so by comparison. In fact 
going down the road, catching a 
green bus and talking to the driver 
is hardly evidence o f  “ a depth o f 
resolve required to attempt a re­
structuring o f the future” .
Having pulled your play to pieces 
Jack, I too will end on a positive 
note. Next time you or any other 
male playwright want*, to write a 
play about women’s problems would 
you please have the humility and 
integrity to do some research, talk 
to a few women who have been 
(through the suffering you describe 
in so sterile a play, and try to 
understand your own prejudices, 
misconceptions and preconceptions. 
Nonetheless, keep trying.
Yours sincerely,
Patricia Crick.
THURS. JULY 25 . . . .  WHEN THE PEOPLE 
and TUNNEL WARFARE.
FRIDAY JULY 26 . . . .  NORMAN BETHUNE and 
' JACKAL OF NAHUELTORO.
SAT. JULY 27 . . . .  . TUPAMAROS and DEATH
OF A BUREAUCRAT.
SUN. JUl V 2 8 ............................ NORMAN BETHUNE a
BLOOD OF THE CONDOR.
Back Theatre/  8pm / Pram Factory/ 325 Drummond St., Carlton.
A SEASON OF
REVOLUTIONARY
FILMS
PENTRIDGE DEMO
Next Saturday, July 13, there will be a 
march and demonstration at Pentridge Prison, 
organised by the Prison Action Group. Demon­
strators will assemble at 11.00 am at the corner 
of Moreland and Sydney Roads, and w ill 
March to Pentridge.
DOCTOR DUNCAN
m m m mBOOKSHOP
FEMINIST & GAY LIBERATION RESOURCES
The Power o f  Women and the Subversion o f  the 
Community — 50c pamphlet, by Maria Da I la Costa 
(one of .the 3 'Marias')
The Queen s Vernacular —  a gay lexicon by Bruce 
Rodgers. $3.50
Complaints and Disorders —  the sexual politics of 
sickness by Barbara Ehrenreich and Deidre English. $1.20 
(A broadfront on the male medical profession)
Women & Madness -  by Phyllis Chesles, $1.60 
(Add 10c in the $1 for postage.)
SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE NOW! M ONTHLY  
BOOK NEWS -  $1.50 p.a. PO BOX 111, EASTWOOD, 
SA. 5063. 'Phone Adelaide 267-3159 (after hours.)
a collaboration
A collaborative magazine of the unpublished and un- 
publishable. Selected and published by the contributors. 
| Artists and writers who are to contribute, please we
■ would appreciate a brief note of your intention to do 
I so. Contributors will then be asked to submit a 1000
I copies of foolscap size of anything they want to include. 
| Printed at their own expense. Submissions will be coli- 
| ated alphabetically.
■ We propose that each contributor receive 5 copies
• initially, extras to be purchased at cost. Any profits
• should be divided equally among all contributors. Con-
• tributors participation in and suggestions to the cotl-
. ective are encouraged. We hope to be ready to assemble 
by August 31. We propose to bind the pages sideways
• foolscap w ith ‘binding on the le ft'
I P. Brown, 138 James Street, Leichhardt 2040.
I T. Burns, Box 456, Wentworth Building, 174 City Road 
| Darlington. 660-9252
| D. Morrissey, 117 Glebe Point Road, Glebe. 2037.
| 660-0037
, N. Roberts, 41 Wharf Road, Balmain. 2040. 82-5487.
- 2------------------------------------------------------------------
ASTROLOGY
Have your personal horoscope drawn 
up by an experienced astrologer. Your 
chart will be supplied with a serious, 
exhaustive character analysis. For mail 
service, enclose $12.40 together with 
details o f  your date, time, and place o f 
birth, to:
RAYMOND MOORE
52 CROMWELL ROAD
SOUTH YARRA 3141, 
or call personally. Compatability charts, 
etc., also erected.
Aquarius Youth Centre Drop-in Centre
1LD CHURCH/ CNR. PALMER & STANLEY STS.,EAST SYDNEY
AN ASSEMBLAGE OF FACILITIES AND PEOPLE
Open Mon. to Friday inclusive. 6pm to 11pm. - ,S at and Sun. nights theatre at 8.15. (current play......Gilgamesh)LIBRARY and TEA-HOUSE.. .open weeknights CLASSIC FILM SCREENINGS . . .  Tuesdays 8pm.OPEN THEATRE WORKSHOP.. . Thursdays 7.30 pm.Tuition in pottery, silkscreen, filmmaking etc. . -Fridays 7.30 pm.
AUGUST PLANS
Weekend FILMMAKING course for 12 to 18 year olds.Mr. Patrick Alexander will tutor in POETRY SPEAKING An evening YOGA COURSE will commence.
THOSE INTERESTED IN THESE NEW CO.URSES PHONE 316270
Aquarius Youth Services are assisted by the Australian Council fo r the Arts.
Discs &Pubques
THURSDAY JULY 18:
Whitehorse Hotel: Red House Roll Band, 
Stevie Wright Band.
Sundowner: Cloud Nine.
Waltzing Matilda: Kush, Tank.
Martini's: Skyhooks.
FRIDAY JULY 19:
Whitehorse Hotel: Colored Balls, Tank. 
Sundowner: Red House Roll Band, Atlas. 
Sandown Park: Cloud Nine.
Station Hotel: Skyhooks.
SATURDAY JULY 20:
Whitehorse Hotel: Henchmen. 
Sundowner: Bootleg Family.
Croxton Park Hotel:’ Big Push.
Souths!de Six: Red House Roll Band. 
Ormond Hall: Stevie Wright Band;
Sirius: Hush.
Chelsea City Hall: Hush, Buster Brown. 
Beaumaris Civic Centre: Sid Rumpo, Sky­
hooks.
Station Hotel: Glenrowan.
THURSDAY JULY 25:
Penthouse: Rock Granite.
Martini's: Bluestone.
Whitehorse Hotel :lRed House Roll Band. 
Sundowner: Cloud Nine.
Matiida!s: Big Push.
FRIDAY JULY 12:
Whitehorse Hotel: Matt Taylor, Shadow 
Facts.
Sundowner: Red House Roll Band. 
Matilda's: Big Push.
Sandown Park: Eight Day Clock. 
Martini's: Glenrowan.
De Marcos': Bluestone.
Melbourne University: Bobby James Syn­
dicate.
SATURDAY JULY 13:
Sirius: Matt Taylor, Buster Brown. 
Chelsea Civic Centre: Skyhooks. 
Whitehorse Hotel: Henchmen,
Station Hotel: Rock Granite. 
Sundowner: Dove.
Croxton Park Hotel: Big Push. 
Southside Six: Kush.
Brighton Town Hall: Bootleg Family, 
Eight Day Clock.
WEDNESDAY JULY 17:
Whitehorse Hotel: Panther.
Sundowner: Aztecs.
Croxton Park Hotel: Red House Roll Band
“STONE” STARRING KEN SHORTER.« HELEN MORSE »‘HUGH KEAYS-BYRNE 
SANDY HARBUTT« VINCENT GIL« MUSIC BY BILLY GREEN • PRODUCED AND 
DIRECTED BY SANDY HARBUTT« COLOUR WIDESCREEN*A HEDON PRODUCTION
146HU5H15 OF
M USHROO M  RECORDS PROUDLY A N N O U N C E  THE RELEASE 
OF THE M USICAL HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS YEARS SUNBURY 
FESTIVAL O N  TW O  BUDGET PRICED ALBUM S O N  THE
GARRISON 
THE FINAL BLOW 
U N IT I__________
SUMMER JAM GARRISON 
THE FINAL BLOW 
UNIT 2_________
Hi • IS W r  fan Yw've Q c r To-
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